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The ſpeech of his Excellency the GOV.ERNOUR at the opening of the Aſſembly, 


Gentlemen of the CouN ci, Mr. SPEAKER, and Gentlemen of the Ho USE of 
RARER Hed BURGESSES, 
| called you together to give you an opportunity of taking the alarmin 
1 ſtate of the colony = your ates, and of —— ths ning 
the evils which are increaſing therein; and I am induced to it at this time 
particularly, becauſe, as the declarations of the King and Parliament, contained 
in the joint addreſs of the Lords and Commons on the 7th of February laſt 
and his Majeſty's anſwer, no Jonger admit of a doubt that your well-founded 
grievances, properly repreſented, will meet with that attention and regard 
which are fo juſtly due to them; fo likewiſe the reſolution of the Houle of 
Commons, which followed on the 27th of the ſame month, will, Itruſt, have 
the effect of removing the jealouſy which has been the principal ſource of diſ- 
quiet and uneaſineſs in the minds of the people: Therefore, I entertain the 
ſtrongeſt hopes that nothing will remain, after a juſt conſideration of the nature 
and tendency of that reſolution, to prevent your ſeriouſly exerting yourſelves 
to bring the diſputes, which have unhappily raged between the mother country 
and the colonies, to a good end; to which the ſtep already taken by the Houſe 
of Commons muſt be conſidered as a benevolent tender, and, I hope, auſpici- 
ous advance, on the part of the parent ſtate. 1 
f It muſt now be manifeſt, to all diſpaſſionate people, that the Parliament, 
4 the high and ſupreme legiflature of the empire, far from having entertained 
| thoughts, ſo inconſiſtent with the wiſdom and publick virtue which have ever 
diſtinguiſhed that auguſt hotly, of oppreſſing the people of the colonies, or of 
promoting the intereſt of one at the expenſe of another part of their fellow ſub- 
jects, have only been extending their care, that the whole, in conſideration of 
the enjoyment of equal rights, privileges, and advantages, ſhould be obliged, 
according to their abilities and ſituation, to contribute that proportion towards 
the burthens neceſſary for the ſupport of their civil government, and for the 
common defence, which the ſubjects of the ſame ſtate cannot, with any juſtice, 
or conſiſtent with their,own welfare, refuſe to grant; the principle of which 
having never, I believe, been denied by the people of his Majeſty's dominion 
of Virginia, T hope you will think it reaſonable now to acknowledge the pro- 
pricty, and to engage to fulfil your part, of the obligation it concludes. 
Mr. SpraxrR, and Gentlemen of the HOUSE of BURGESSES, 


No ſpecifick ſum is demanded of you for theſe purpoſes, that (as I think 
obviouſly appears) your juſtice and liberality may be left to their full ſcope; 
and that your giſt, if you ſhonld be induced to offer any, may be, in the 
completeſt manner, free. The civil government of this country being already 
provided for, you will only have to declare what proportion, and by what 
means, you-are willing to contribute towards the publick burthens of the ſtate; 


burthens to which the mother country hath cheerfully fubmirted, to ſecure , 
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the colonies from the encroachments of a dangerous and vigilant enemy. And 
I am warranted to ſay, that, as it is never intended to require you to tax your- | 
ſelves, without Parliament's taxing the ſubjedts of Great Britain on the ſame 

occaſion, in a far greater proportion, no prhdence which you ſhall think 
neceſſary to obſerve for your ſecurity in that particular can be diſapproved of. 

And I can likewiſe aſſure you, that if you ſhould judge fit to adopt the prin- 
ciples, and imitate the example bf juſtice, equity, and moderation, in your 
_ propoſals, which actuated the Houſe of Commons in their reſolution, declaring 
at once what was ultimately expected of you, ſuch a compliance on your part 
will be conſidered by his Majeſty not only as a teſtimony of your reverence for 
Parliament, but alſo as a mark of your duty and attachment to your ſovereign, 
who has no object nearer his heart than the peace and proſperity of his ſubjects, 
in every part of his dominions. | | : 

I muſt recommend to you to fall upon means of paying the officers and pri- 
vate men employed in repelling the late invaſion and incurſions of the Indians, 
as I make no doubt you will think their ſervices on that occaſion deſerving of 
your att-ntion. a | | 1 
Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. SPEAKER, and Gentlemen of the HousZ of 

£4 BURGESSES, 

You may be aſſured of my cheerful concurrence in all meaſures, and ready 
aſſent to all laws, which it may be found expedient to adopt for the preſent _ 
peace, 9 advantage of the country; and I hope you will think 
it neceſſar y, nds, that the courts of juſtice ſhould forthwith be opened, 
in order that the laws may again have their due courſe, 

I cannot conclude without exorting you, in the moſt earneſt manner, to 
enter upon the conſideration of the ſubject-matter recommended to you with 
that patience, calmneſs, and impartiality, which its great importance requires, 
and to reflect upon the benefits this country hath received from the ſupport 
given to it by the parent ſtate; which I hope will animate your zeal, now 
you have it in your power, to reſtore that harmony and mutual confidence 
which rendered both countries fo flouriſhing, and, in ſhort, to purſue your 
true intereſt, which will convert our preſent gloomy apprehenſions into proſ- 
pects of peace, happineſs, and laſting ſecurity. 


The firſt addreſs of the Houſe of Burgeſſes, in anſwer to part of his Excellency*s ſpeech. 
My Loxp, 5 
W his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Burgeſſes of Virginia 
now met in General Aſſembly, take this opportunity, which your Excel- 
lency hath given us, to expreſs our great concern at the alarming ſituation of 
our country, and thoſe evils bronght npon us by a departure of his Majeſty's 
miniſters from that wiſe ſyſtem of adminiſtration, under the influence of which 
the colonies of North America had fo long and happily flouriſhed, | | 
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However ſtrangely this country may have been miſrepreſented, ve do ſolemnly 
avow the firmeſt and moſt unſhaken attachment to our moſt gracious ſovereign 
and his government, as founded on the laws and principles of our excellent 
_ conſtitution ; and ve ſhail think ourſelves happy in giving his Majeſty every 
future teſtimony of our loyalty and affection. | - | 

We aſſure your Lordſhip, that we will purſue the moſt ſpeedy meaſures for 
defraying the expenſes of the late military expedition againſt the Indians. That 
proper proviſion has not yet been made for thoſe gallant officers and ſoldiers, 
who ſo nobly expoſed their lives in defence of this country, cannot be juitly 
imputed to any delay or neglect on our part; this being the firſt opportunity 
your Lordſhip hath been pleaſed to afford us of paying w proper attention to 
their ſignal ſervices, and giving them their due reward. | 

The occluſion of our courts of juſtice can only be aſcribed to a combination of 
untoward and diſtreſſing. incidents, which we have long and deeply lamented. 
Theſe courts, my Lord, were eſtabliſned by different acts of our General 
Aſſembly. In order to enable the officers of juſtice to receive ſuch fees, as were 
adequate to their ſervices, our anceſtors judged it neceſſary to ſettle and limit 
them by an expreſs act of their legiſlature. This law bad exiſted, and been 
continued, with various amendments, ſuch as the fluctuation of affairs made 
neceſſary, througha long tract of time. The late Houſe of Burgeſles, in May 
1774, finding that the fee bill had expired juſt before they were convened, and 
that other moſt valuable acts were near expiring," proceeded to the continuance 
and revival of them; but their endeavours to diſcharge theſe, and other impor- 
tant duties to their country, were arreſted and cut ſhort by a ſudden and unex- 
pected diſſolution of the Aſſembly. Since this, my Lord, our ſituation has un- 
dergone a tota} change. For juſt and well known reaſons, this country, as 
well as our ſiſter colonies, have been driven to the neceſlity of ſuſpending their 
commerce with Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt India iflands. There ſtill, 
however, remained, within the line of former parliamentary regulations, ſeve- 
ral other valuable branches of exports to different parts of the world, which we 
well hoped would have enabled the inhabitants of this country to diſcharge their 
debts more expeditiouſly, than they could have done by continuing their uſual 
exports and exceeding imports to and from Grea? Britain; fo that, we are con- 
vinced, their creditors could have had no reaſonable cauſe of complaint. But we 
have now, my Lord, received information, too well grounded, it is to be 
feared, that theſe reſources are to be entirely ſhut up by an act of the Britiſh 
Parliament, cutting off all our trade with. all other parts of the whole univerſe, 
except the iſlands of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt Indies. | 
Money, my Lord, is not a plant of the native growth of this country. If 
the people are totally reſtrained by the hand of power from ſending ſuch produce 

of their eſtates as they chooſe, and it is moſt for their general intereſt to make, 
to foreign markets, in which alone it will command a tolerable price, they are 


Cs ] | . 
precluded from the neceſſary, proper means, of diſcharging their debts. In ſuch 
a ſituation, we preſume it may be ſubmitted to your Lordſhip's judgment how 
far it would be conſiſtent with prudence and juſtice, or even humanity, for us 
to interpoſe a legiſlative authority in order to compel the magiſtrates to open the 
courts of civil juriſdiction, and thereby expoſe the people to cruel exactions. 
We rather think it will be better to await the time, when tlie returning wiſdom 
and juſtice of Great Britain may put it in our power to reſtore all things to that 

channel, in which they formerly flowed to her aggrandiſement, the proſperity 
and happineſs of the whole empire. | | 
We will, my Lord, proceed forthwith to conſider farther the ſtate of the 
country, the addreſs of the Lords and Commons, and his Majeſty's anſwer, 
together with the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, which you laid before 
ns. This we will endeavour to do with that calmneſs and impartiality, which 
their great importance may require; and we ſincerely wiſh, as your Lordſhip 
conceives it, that we may find the propoſition now made to us a benevolent ten- 


der, and auſpicious advance, on the of the parent ſtate, towards bringing 
to a ſortunate, and the moſt deſirable iſſue, all thoſe diſputes and diſſentions, 
© which have ſo unhappily prevailed. 5 


The ſecond addreſs in anſwer to the Gavernour”s ſpeech, after it had been maturely 
n conſidered in a committee of the whole Hoe. | | 
To his Excellency the Right Honourable FO HN Earl of DUNMORE, his Ma- 
Jeſty's Lieutenant, Governour General, and Commander in Chief of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia, and Vice- Admiral of the fame: - + 
Dye addreſs f te, HOUSE of BURGESS ES. 
My Lord, 8 | 
E his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Burgeſſes of Virginia, now 
met in General Aſſembly, have taken into our conſideration the joint ad- ; 
dreſs of the two Houſes of Parliament, his Majeſty's anſwer, and the reſolution 
of the Commons, which your Lordſhip has been pleaſed to lay before us. 
Wiſhing nothing ſo ſincerely as the perpetual continuance of that brotherly love 
which we bear to our fellow ſubjects of Great Britain, and ſtill continuing to 
hope and believe that they do not approve the meaſures, which have ſo long op- 
preſſed their brethren in America, we were pleaſed to receive your Lordſhip's 
notification, that a benevolent tender had, at length, been made by the Bri:ifh © 
Houſe of Commons, towards bringing to a good end our unhappy diſputes with * | » 
the mother country. Next to the poſſeſſion of liberty, my Lord, we ſhould s 
. conlider ſuch a reconciliation as the greateſt of all human bleſſings. With theſe 
diſpoſitions, we entered-into conſideration of that reſolution ; we examined it 
minutely; we viewed it in every point of light in which we were able to place 
B 
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it: and, with pain and diſappointment, we muſt ultimately declare, it only 
caanges the form of oppreſſion, without lightcning its burthens. We cannot 


zy Lord, cloſe with the terms of that reſolution, for theſe reaſons: "254 
Becaule the Zr i7i// Parliament has no right to intermeddle with the ſupport of 


, 


civil government in the colonics. For us, not for them, has government been- 


inititated here. Agreeable to our ideas, proviſion has been made for ſuch offi- 


cers, as we think neceſſary for the adminiſtration of publick affairs; and we can- 


not conceive that any other legiſlature has a right to preſeribe either the number 
or pecuniary appointments of our ofiices. As a proof that the claim of Parlia- 
ment, to interfere in the neceſſary proviſions for ſupport of civil government, is 
novel, and of a late date, we take leave to refer to an act of our Aſſembly, 
pailed ſo long ſince as the zad year of the reign of King Charles II. entitled, 
Ai ad for raiſing a publick revenue, end for the better ſupport of the goverumeut. of 
this his Majeſty's colony of Virginia. This act was brought over by Lord Culpeper, 
then Governour, under the great ſeal of Eng/and, and was enacted in the name 
of the King's Moſt Excelieit Majeſty, by and with the confent of the General Aſſembly. 

Becauſe, to render perpetual our exemption from an unjuſt taxation, we 


muſt ſaddle ourſelves with a perpetual tax, adequate to the expectations and 
ſubject to the diſpoſal of Parliament alone; whereas, we have right to give our 


money, as the Parliament do theirs, without coercion, from time to time, as 
1blick exigencies may require. We conceive, that We alone are the judges 


-of the condition, circumſtances, and ſituation” of our people, as the Parliament 


are of theirs. It is not merely the mode of raiſing, but the freedom of grant- 
ing, our money, for which we have contended. Without this, we poſſeſs no 
check on the royal prerogative; and, what muſt be lamented by dutiful and 
loyal ſubjects, we ſhould be ſtripped of the only means, as well of recom- 
mending this country to the favour of our moſt gracious ſovereign, as of 
ſtrengthening thoſe bands of amity with our fellow ſubjects, which we would 
wiſh to remain indiſſoluble. | b 

Becauſe, on our undertaking to grant money, as is propoſed, the Comm ons 
only reſolve to forbear levying pecuniary taxes on us, fti.1 um. unrepcaled 
their ſeveral acts paſſed for the purpoſes of reſtraining the trade and altering the 
Form of government of the eaſtern colonies; extending the 3 and 
changing the government and religion of Quebeck, enlarging the juriſdiction 
of the courts of admiralty, taking from us the right of trial by jury, and tranſ- 
porting us into other countries to be tried for criminal offences. Standing ar- 
mies, too, are ſtill to be kept among us; and the other numerous grievances, 
of which ourſelves, and ſiſter colonies, ſeparately, and by our repreſentatives, 
in General Congreſs, have ſo often complained, areſtill tocontinue without redreſs. 

Becauſe, at the very time of requiring from us grants of money, they are 
making diſpoſition to invade us with large armaments, by fea and land: which 
is a ſtyle of aſking gifts not reconcileable to our freedom. They are alſo pro- 
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5 1. 
ceeding to a repetition of injury, by paſſing acts for reſtraining the commerce 
and fiſheries of the provinces of New England, and for probibiting the trade of 
the other colonies with all parts of the world, except the iſla nds of Great Bri- 
rain, Ireland, and the Weſt Indies, This ſeems to bęſpeak no intention to diſcon- 
tinue the exerciſe of this uſurped power over us in future. | 
' Becauſe, on our agreeing to contribute our proportion towards the common 
defence, they do not propoſe to lay open to us a free trade with all the world; 
whereas, to us, it appears juſt that thoſe, who bear equally the burthens of 
government ſhould equally participate of its benefits. Either be contented 
with the monopoly of our LR which brings greater loſs to us, and benefit 
to them, than the amount of our proportional contributions to the common 
defence; or, if the latter be preferred, relinquiſh the former; and do not pro- 
propoſe, by holding both, to exact from us double contributions. ' Yet we 
would remind government, that on former emergencies, when called upon as 
a {ree people, however cramped by this monopoly in our reſources of wealth, 
we have liberally contributed to the common defence. Be affured, then, that 
we ſhall be generous in future as in paſt times, diſdaining the ſhackles of pro- 

rtion, when called to our free ſtation in the general ſyſtem of the empire 

Becau +, the propoſition now made to us involves the intereſt of all the other 
colonies. We are now repreſented in General Congreſs, by members approved 
vy this Houſe, where our former union, it is hoped, will be ſo ftrengly cemented, 
t t no partial applications can produce the ſlighteſt departure from the common 
cauſe. We conſider ourſelves as bound in hononr, as well as intereſt, to ſhare 
one general fate with our ſiſter colonies; and ſhould hold ourſelves baſe deſer- 
ters, of that union to which we have acceded, were we to agree on any mea- 
ſures diſtinct and ↄpart from them. | 

There was indeed a plan of accommodation offered in Parliament; which, 
though not entirely equal to the terms we had a right to aſk, yet differed but 
in few points from what the General Congreſs had held out. Had Parliament 
been diſpoſed ſincerely, as we are, to bring about a reconciliation, reaſonable 
men had hoped, that, by meeting us on this ground, ſomething might have 
been done. Lord Chathan's bill, on the one part, and the terms of the Con- 
greſs, on the other, would have formed a baſis for negotiation; which a ſpirit 
of accommodation, on both ſides, might perhaps have reconciled. It come 
recommended, too, from one whole ſucceſsful experience in the art of govern- 
ment ſhould have enſured to it ſome attention from thoſe to whom it was ten- 
dered. He had ſhewn to the world, that Great Britain, with her colonies, 
united firmly under a juſt and honeſt government, formed a power which 
might bid defiance to the moſt potent enemies. With a change of miniſters, 
however, a total change of meaſures took place: The component parts of the 
empire have, from that moment, been falling aſunder; and a total annihilation 


ol its weight, . in the political ſcale of the world, ſeems juſtly to be apprehended. 
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Theſe, my Lord, are our ſentiments on this important ſubject; which we 
offer, only, as an individual part of the whole empire. Final determination 
we leave to the General Congreſs, now fitting, before whom we ſhall lay the 
papers your Lordſhip has communicated to us. To their wiſdom we commit 

the improvement of this important advance. If it can be wrought into any 
good, we are aſſured they will do it. To them alſo we refer the diſcovery of 
that proper method of repreſenting our well-founded grievances, which, your 
Lordſhip aſſures us, will meet with the attention and regard+ſo juſtly due to 
them. For ourſelves, we have exhauſted every mode of application, which our 
invention could ſuggeſt, as proper and promiſing. We have decently remon- 
. ſtrated with Parliament; they have added new injuries to the old. We have 
wearied our King with ſupplications; he has not deigned to anſwer us. We 
have appealed to the native honour and juſtice of the Briri/h nation; their 
efforts, in our favour, have been hitherto ineffectual. What then remains to 
| be done? That we commit our injuries to the even-handed juſtice of that 
| BEING who doth no wrong; earneſtly beſeeching him to illuminate the 
| councils, and, proſper the endeavours, of thoſe to whom America hath confided 


her hopes; that, through their wiſe direction, we may again ſee, reunited, 


A the bleſſings of liberty and property, and the moſt permanent harmony with 
Great Britain. NP | 
1 The Houſe of Burgeſſes, as well to inquire into the cauſes of the late diſturbances, as 
4 | that they might be the better enabled to judge what farther proviſions of arms and am- 
jþ munition were neceſſary to defend the country againſt invaſions and inſurrections, ap- 


A; pointed a committee to examine into the ſtate of the magazine, which had been built at 
"the expenſe of the country. | 

This committee waited upon his Excellency to acquaint him with their appointment, 
| and to requeſt that he would be pleaſed to direct the keeper of the magazine to give them 
* acceſs thereto; and, to avoid miſtakes, left with his Lordſhip a written paper. 
The ſucceeding day, the Houſe received the following meſſage from the Governour : 


Mr. SPEAKER, and Gentlemen of the HouSE of BURGESSES, 


| TFT HAVE received a paper, without date or ſignature, deſiring I would direct 
_—_- the keeper of the magazine to give acceſs to ſome perſons, I know not whom, 
| the paper not ſaying who they are, appointed by the Houſe of Burgeſſes a com- 


Lf mittee to examine into the ſtate of the publick magazine. I ſend the ſaid 
; | paper for the inſpection of the Houſe, - and beg to be informed whether the 
A perſons there alluded to are authoriſed, as therein alledged, to deſire acceſs to 

F the magazine. W994 | 
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r | * 
Mes The paper referred to in the meſſage®*. 
My Lon, e * 
E, being appointed by the Houſe of Burgeſſes a Committee to examine into 
W the ſtate of the publick magazine, wait upon your Lordſhip to deſire 
that you will be pleaſed to direct the keeper thereof to give us acceſs thereto, 
that we may be able to make a proper and full report to the Houſe. 
Before this reſolution Was known to the people, we underſtand that ſundry 
perſons, unknown to us, broke open the magazine, and took out ſeveral arms; 


but we aſſure your Lordſhip, that, ſo ſoon as this tranſaction was known to the 


Houſe, ſome of the members interpoſed, and prevailed on ſuch, as were to be 
found, to return what they had taken, and we have hopes that the reſt may 
be yet reclaimed, which we ſhall not neglect our endeayours to effect. 


The addreſs of the Houſe in anſwer to his Lordſhip*s meſſage. 5 
To his EXCELLENCYT, &e. | 


'My -LoxD, 
\ \ TE his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Burgeſſes of Virginia, having 
received your Lordſhip's written meſlage reſpecting the proceedings of 
the committee appointed to examine the magazine, have taken the ſame under 
our conſideration. The Houſe, yeſterday, as whatthey thought a proper foun- 
dation of inquiry into the many diſturbances which had ariſen in the country, 


appointed Mr. Mercer, Mr. Treaſurer, Mr. Jefferſon, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. 


Munford, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Nelſon, Mr. ones, Mr. Cary, Mr. Francis Light- 
Foot Lee, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Charles Carter of Stafford, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Zane, 
Mr. Page, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Digges, Mr. Baniſter, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. 
Travis, and Mr Norvell, twenty one of their members, to inquire into the ſtate 
of the publick magazine. Upon receipt of your Excellency's meſſage, they 
examined the ſteps their committee had taken, and received the following 
report: That the committee having convened, and judging it decent an 


proper, in the firſt place, waited on your Excellency, who by law hath the | 


appointment of the keeper of the magazine, to requeſt that you wonld be 
pleaſed to direct him to give them acceſs thereto; that finding ſome irregularities 
had been committed, they alſo thought it prudent to mention them to your 
Excellency, and inform you of their endeavours to haye the arms, which had 
been taken out of the magazine, immediately reſtored; that, to avoid miſtakes, 
they judged it moſt proper to reduce the intended application to writing; that 
they then, in a body, and the moſt reſpectful manner, waited on, your Excel- 
lency, and by their chairman delivered their requeſt verbally, leaving the 
written paper with your Lordſhip, for your better information; that your 


* This ſhows, that the Gentlemen acquainted his Excellency that they waited upon 
Him as a committee appointed by the Houſe of Burgeſſes. J 
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Excellency was pleaſed to receive it, and promiſed to furniſh them with the 
key of the magazine, ſo ſoon as you could procure it; that the committee 
not hearing from your Lordſhip, their chairman was directed to wait on vou 
this morning, and was referred for anſwer to a meſſage you intended to End 
to the Houſe. | 

We hope that your Lordſhip, upon reviſing theſe proceedings, will change 
your preſent ſentiments, and think, with us, that there was no impropriety 
in the conduct of the committee. Their application to your Excellency, the 
Houſe conſiders as proper and decent. The Gentlemen who compoſed the com- 
mittee muſt have been all known to you; and had you conceived the leaſt im- 
propriety in their procedure, it would have been kind in your Lordſhip to have 
pointed it out to them. At the time this committee waited upon your Lord- 
thip, another committee attended, to inform you that this Houſe had agreed 
to an addreſs in anſwer to your Lordſhip's ſpeech; this meſſage was delivered 
by one committee, who, we preſume, were not better known to your Lord- 
ſhip than the members of the other. Though there was not an expreſs order 
of the Houſe that the committce ſhould apply to your Lordſhip for the purpoſe 
they did, yet we conceive that ſuch application was neceſſarily ingident to the 
due execution of the general order of the Houle to inquire into the ſtate of the 
magazine. | 

We feel very ſenſibly, my Lord, the weight of the inſinnation in your meſ- 
fage; but willing, upon all occaſions, and eſpecially at this unhappy juncture, 
to avoid every kind of controverſy, we ſhall direct that yoyr Excellency be 
waited upon with the order of yeſterday, before referred to; and, ſhould there 
any doubts ſtill remain, we will endeavour to remove them, on their being 


pointed out to us. 


His EXCELLENCYT®:s reply. 
Mr. SPEAKER, and Gentlemen of the HousE of Bu ROEss Es, | 

N anſwer to your addreſs of this day, I aſſure the Houſe, that my meſſage, 
to which it alludes, was intended for proper information only, which I 
thought neceſſary; becauſe, as I would by no means infringe any rule of, or 
omit any ceremony due to, your Houſe, I conld not but expect to be treated 
with the ſame attention. And, to give you a proof of my deſire to avoid every 
kind of controverſy, I have ordered the keys of the magazine to be delivered 


to the committee appointed by your order of Monday. 
S US MOM E 


| The report of the committee appointed to examine into. the ſtate of the magazine, made 
| | to the Houſe. | Ws 

T appears to your committee, from the depoſition of John Frederick Miller, 

keeper of the magazine, that in June laſt there were there thirty barrels of 

gunpowder, containing each about fifty weight, in indifferent order; that, by 


[ I 1 ] „ v 
the Governour's directions, he ſifted twenty ſeven barrels, out of which he made 
up twenty fix caſks and better, the other three he left unſifted; that the Preſi- 
dent, ſoon after, ſent to the Governour, then on the frontiers, eight of thoſe 
he had ſifted, three hundred muſkets, bayonets, cartouch boxes, and cantines, 
which have never been returned; that one hundred and ſixty of the faid muſ- 
kets were furniſhed out of palace, and ſoon after replaced out of the ma- 
ine; that the faid Miller, by order of the Preſident, alſo delivered out about 
fifty ſtand of arms, to fome Gentlemen of this city, which have not been re- 
turned. - | | 

That, about the middle of April laſt, the ſaid Miller delivered up the keys 
of the magazine to the Governour, and he then left there twenty one barrels 
and an half of powder, including the three unſifted, three hundred and forty 
two new mu{ſkets, lately cleaned, and in complete order, others that wanted 
but ſmall repairs, and a large number of old muſkets, and other ſmall guns, 
almoſt uſeleſs, and many other articles, which he could not enumerate. ' 

It farther appears to the committee, from the depoſitions of the ſaid Miller, 
and John Dixon, Eſq; Mayor of this city, that they were in the magazine (ſoon 
after the powder was faid to be taken away) with his Excellency, who then 
mentioned, that he had taken away fifteen barrels of powder. They then ſaw 
eight barrels, which they underſtood was powder; one being open, appeared 
to be duſt of powder; and, at the ſame time, they obſerved that the cleaned 
muſkets were without locks, and the faid Miller lays his Excellency rebuked 
him for taking notice of that circumſtance, and the ſaid Dixon faid he obſerved 
ſome perſons had been in the magazine the over night, as he ſaw many arms 
lying in the yard of it; and his Excellency then told him, he had ordered the 
powder to be buried in the magazine yard; tor though it was but duſt, yet as 
he underſtood ſome perſons went into the magazine for arms in the night, with a 
tight, they might ſet fire to the powder and injure the magazine. | 

Your committee farther report, that before they proceeded to examine an 
witneſſes they waited on his Excellency, to requeſt that he would be pleaſed 
to direct the keeper of the magazine to give them acceſs thereto, and, having 
received the keys three days after their firſt application, they immediately pro- 
ceeded to infpect the magazine, and found therein nineteen halberts, one hun- 
dred and fifty ſeven trading guns, in pretty good order, but very indifferent in| 
kind, fifty one pewter baſons, eight camp kettles, one hundred and eight new 
muſkets without locks, about five hundred and twenty ſeven old muſkets, the 
barrels very ruſty, and the locks almoſt uſeleſs, twelve hundred cartouch boxes, 
fifteen hundred cutlaſſes with ſcabbards, one hundred and ſeventy piſtol holſters, 
one hundred and fifty old piſtols, or thereabouts, with and without locks, fiſty 
mallets, two bundles of match rope, two hundred cantines, thirty five ſmall 
{words in. bad order, one tent and tent poles, one hogſhead of powder horns, 
one hundred and twenty ſeven bayonets, one hundred knapfacks in the ſmith's 
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' ſhop, and that part of the magazine called the armory ; alſo one half barrel of 


duſt and rotten powder; one half barrel and a quarter of unſiſted powder, tole- 
rable good, in the powder room, that has no communication with the armory; 
alſo five halſ barrels of looſe powder buried in a hole in the magazine yard, the 
top of which (in quantity about two half barrels) was totally deftroyed by the 
late rains, the reſt very damp, but quite ſound; this, his Excellency acknow- 
ledged to your committee, was buried there by his orders. The deficiency, 
this committee ſuppoſe, is owing to the fifteen half barrels which Capt. Collins 
moved from the magazine, as acknowledged in the Governour's meſſage to 
this Houſe. | 3 eo Ea e 
And your committee farther report, that the morning before they entered 
upon this buſineſs, ſome perſons, unknown, had broke into the magazine and 
taken out arms, part of which, upon the application of ſome of the members 
of this Houſe, and other Gentlemen, were reſtored; and finding the reſpect 
paid by the people to the members of this Houſe, your committee thought it 
moſt likely, to prevent farther depredations, to requeſt ſome,Gentlemen of the 
town to guard the magazine, till application could be made to his Excellency _ 
for leave of acceſs thereto, which your committee immediately did, informing 
his Lordſhip of the ſteps they had taken therein, which he did not object to. 
That the doors and windows of the magazine now want repairs, which be- 
ing done, your committee are of opinion that it will be ſufficiently ſecure, it 


never having proved otherwiſe ſince its firſt erection, now ſixty years paſt, 


until ſince the powder was taken by order of the Governour afore- mentioned. 
Your committee alſo proceeded to inquire what arms and ammunition had 
been, from time to time, depoſited in the magazine, and the diſburſements 
thereof, but could obtain no certain information reſpecting the ſame, the late 
keeper being out of the colony, and his predeceſſor dead; nor can your com- 
mittee find, although they have examined ſeveral perſons moſt Jikely to be ac- 
quainted with ſuch facts, and applied perſonally to his Majeſty's Receiver 
General for that purpoſe, that any powder had been lodged in. the magazine 
from on board the Rippon man of war, or any other. of his Majeſty's ſhips. 


His Excellency's meſſage to the HOUSE of BURGESSES of the 6th of June, 


Mr. SPEAKER, and Gentlemen of the HousE of BVUROGESSESs, 
HE removing, by my order, fifteen half barrels of the King's powder, re- 
ceived from the Rippon man of war, from the publick magazine, has, I 


find, given great uneaſineſs to the people. I was influenced in this by the beſt 


motives; and as I have once ventured, and, if occaſion offered, ſhould again 
venture, my life in the ſervice of this country, IT had hopes the moſt favourable 
conſtruction would have been put upon my conduct. The magazine was re- 
preſented to me as a yery inſecure depoſitory, and, from experience, I find it 
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ſo; all the arms which have been kept there being now taken away, arms not 
purchaſed at the expenſe of this colony, but ſent here by his Majeſty from bis 
office of ordnance, of which they bear the mark, But in contidence that you 
are now met.to remoye every grievance, and by your wiſdom to eſtabliſh the 
pablick tranquillity on a ſure and firm foundation, I do promiſe you, that, as 
ſoon as I ſee the magazine in a proper ſtate for ſecuring . powder, and other 
publick ſtores, I will replace it, and at all times be ready, moſt Willingly, to 
do every thing, my poor abilities are capable of, for the benefit of this colony, 
in which I have lived, till of late, in the greateſt happineſs. n 

n Mun E mad. D VN N Oo R E. 


Addreſi of the "Houſe f the 17th f June. 
| To bis  B X: C ELLEN CI, 
My Lord, | 


His Excellency's meſſage to the Houſe infurming them of his removal from the palace. 
Mr. SPEAKER, and GENTLEMEN of zhe HOUSE of BURGESSES, 
B* IN G now fully purſuaded that my perſon, and thoſe of my family like- 

wiſe;;;are: in conſtant danger of falling facrifices to the blind and unmeaſur- 


n "The go fuſion, th: buſineſi hal been thrown into by his Loraſbip's removal on board 
the wan of ar fett dal this addreſh, as molt «5, u grand mene, 
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able fury, which has ſo unaceountably ſeized upon the minds and underſtanding 
of great nuinbers of the people, and apprehending that at length ſome among 
them may work themſelves up to that pitch of daringnels and atrociouſneſs, as to 
fall upon me, in the deſenceleſs ſtate in which they know I am in the city of 
Williansburg, and perpetrate acts that would plunge this country into the moſt 
horrid calamities, and render the breach with the mother country irreparable, 
I have thought it prudent for myſelf, and ſerviceable for the country, that I move 
to a place of ſafety ; conformable to which, I have fixed my reſidence, for the 
preſent, on board his Majeſty*sſhip the Fowey, lying at York. It is not my intention 
to give the leaſt interruption to the ſitting of the Aſſembly, but I hope they will 
proceed in the great buſineſs which they have before them with diligence and 
effect. I ſhall take care to make the acceſs to me ſo eaſy, and ſafe, that the 
neceſſary communication between me and the Houſe may be attended with 
the leaſt inconvenience poſſible; and I thought it would be more agreeable to 
the Houſe to ſend to me, from time to time, ſome of their members, as occa- 


ſion ſhall require, than to be put all to the trouble of moving to be nearer me. 


I hope the Houſe will ſee my proceedings on this occaſion as they were really 
meant, and I beg them to be aſſured that I ſhall now be as ready to attend to 
all the duties of my office as I was before; and that I am perfectly diſpoſed to 
contribute all in my power, if opportunity be given me, to reſtore that har- 
mony, the inturruption of which is likely to coſt ſo dear, to the repoſe, as well 
as to the comfort, of every individual. | | 

| DUNMO RE E. 


The joint addreſs of the Council and Houſe of Burgeſſes. 
To bis EXCELLENCT, &e. 


My LoxD, 
WV his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Council and the Burgeſſes 
of Virginia, aſſure your Excellency that it is with the greateſt concern 

we find, by your meſſages to them, that your Lordſhip entertains any ſuſpici- 
ons of the perſonal ſecurity of yourſelf or family, as we can by no means ſuppole 
any of his Majeſty's ſubjects in this colony would meditate a crime fo horrid 
and atrocious, as you ſeem to apprehend. We are fearful the ſtep your Lord- 


ſhip hath taken, in removing from the ſeat of government, may conduce to a 
continuance of that great uneaſineſs, which hath of late ſo unhappily prevailed 


in this country. We cannot but expreſs our concern that your Lordſhip did not 


think proper to communicate the ground of your uneaſineſs to us, as, from our 
-zeal and attachment to the preſervation of order and good government, we 


ſhould have judged it our indiſpenſable duty to have endeavoured to remove 
every cauſe of diſquietude. In proof of the great reſpect we ſhall eyer pay to 
the repreſentative of our moſt graciousſovereign, and to remove, to the utmoſt 
of our power, your Lordſhip's apprehenſions, we aſſure your Lordſhip that we 
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will cheerfully concur in any meaſure that may be propoſed proper for theſecu- 
rity of yourſelf and family. It is with much anxiety we conſider the very diſ- 
agreeable ſituation of your Lordſhip's moſt amiable Lady and family, and ſhould 
think ourſelves happy in being able to reſtore their perfect tranquillity, by re- 
moving all their fears. We cannot, my Lord, but approve your intention of 
not giving the leaſt interruption to the important affairs, on which we are now 
aſſembled, and it is with much pleaſure we receive your Lordſhip's aſſurance of 
your diſpoſition to eſtabliſh that harmony ſo eſſential to the repoſe and comfort 
of every individual; but we muſt beg leave to obſerve to your Lordſhip how 
impracticable it will be to carry on the buſineſs of this ſeſſion with any toler- 
able degree of propriety, or with that deſpatch the advanced ſeaſon of the year 
requires, whilſt your Lordſhip is fo far removed from us, and fo inconyeniently 
ſituated. We therefore earneſtly entreat your Lordſhip that you will be pleaſed 
to return, with your Lady and family, to the palace; which we are perſuaded 
will give the greateſt ſatisfaction, and be the moſt likely means of quieting the 
minds of the people. NOD 


His Excellency's meſſage in anſwer to the joint addreſs. 
Gentlemen of the COUNCIL Mr. SPEAKER, and Gentlemen of the HOUSE 
Wo of BURGESSES, 1 
7. anſwer to your joint addreſs, preſented by your deputies yeſterday, I 
acquaint you, that it appears to me the commotions among the people, and 
their menaces and threats (an enumeration of which I forbear, out of tender- 
neſs) have been of ſuch publick notoriety, that you muſt ſuppoſe many of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in this colony, whether they meditated or not, have at leaft 


manifeſted, ſuch an inveteracy as juſtifies my ſuſpicion that they would not 


heſitate to commit a crime, which, horrid and attrocious as it is, I had juft 


ground to apprehend. And when the diſpoſition which the Houſe Burgeſſes 
have ſhewn towards me, the returns they have made to the reſpect and civility 
Which I have been forward to offer to them, the countenance they have given 


to the violent and diforderly proceedings of the people, his Majeſty's magazine 
having been forced and rifled in the preſence of ſome of the members of the 
Houſe of Burgeſſes, and, by the information of the committee of the Houſe 
appointed to inſpect the magazine, no other endeavours have been uſed than 
to prevail on the people to return the arms taken ont, but not to commit the 
Perſons in whoſe poſſeſſion they were found, in order that they might be brought 


to the puniſhment due to ſo heinous an offence, no leſs againſt the peace and good 


order of the country than the dignity and authority of the King; when 


a body of men aſſembled in the city of N illiamsburg, not only to the know- 
ledge, but with the approbation of every body, for the avowed purpoſe of 
attacking a party of the Kings forces, which, without the leaſt foundation, 


it was reported were marching to my protection, and which, if true, ought to 
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have been approved and aided, not oppoſed and inſulted, by all good and loya 
ſubjects; when eſpecially the Houſe ot Burgeſſes, or a committee of the Houſe 
(Which is the ſame) has ventured upon a ſtep fraught with the moſt alarmin, 
conſequences, in ordering and appointing guards, without even conlulting me, 
to mount in the city of //://iamsburg, as it is pretended, to protect the magazine, 
but which may well be doubted, as there then remained nothing therein which 
required being guarded; but if otherwiſe, this ſtep nevertheleſs ſhows a deſign 
to uſurp the, executive power, which, if it be perſiſted in, ſubverts the conſti- 
tution. I ſay, when theſe circumſtances are duly conſidered, I may ſubmit it 
to your own judgment whether I could reaſonably expect any good effect from 
communicating the ground of my uneaſineſs to you. Suit 
But as you are pleaſed, Gentlemen, now to aſſure me, that you will cheer- 
fully concur in any meaſure that may be propoſed proper for the ſucurity of 
myſelf and family, I leave to your own conlideration whether that can be 
effected any otherwiſe than by reinſtating me in the full powers of my office, 
as his Majeſty's repreſentative, by opening the courts of juſtice, and reſtoring 
the energy of the laws, which is all the ſecurity requiſite for all parties; by 
diſarming all independent companies, or other bodies of men raiſing and acting 
in defiance of lawful authority, and by obliging thoſe who have taken any of 
his Majeſty's publick ſtores of arms to deliver them up immediately; and, 
what is not leſs eſſential than any thing, by your own example, and ever 
means in your power, aboliſhing that ſpirit, of perſecution, which, to the diſ- 
grace of humanity, now reigns, and purſues with menaces and acts of oppreſ- 
ſion, all perſons who differ from the multitude in political opinicn, or are 
attached from principles and duty to the ſervice of their King and government; 
by which means, the deluded people never hearing but the disfigured fide of 
a ſtory, their minds are continually kept in that ferment which ſubjects them 
for ever to be impoſed upon, and leads to the commilſl.on of any deſperate act, 
and endangers the general ſafety. For the more ſpeedy accompliſhment af 
theſe ends, and the great object and nece ſſary buſineſs of the ſc ſſions, I ſhall 
have no objection to your adjourning to the town of er, where I will meet 
you, and remain with you till your buſineſs be finiſhed. - © © o | 
With reſpect to your entreaty, that I ſhould return to the palace, as the meſt 
likely means of quieting the minds of the people, I muſt repreſent to you, that, 
unleſs there be among you a ſincere and active deſire to ſeize this opportunity, 
now offered to you by Parliament, of cftabliſhing the freedom of your count 
upon a fixed and known foundation, and of uniting yourſclves with vour fellow 
ſubjects of Great Britcin in one common bond of intereſt, and mutual aſſiſtance, 
myreturnto Williamihuig would be as fruitleſs tothe people, as, poſſibly. it might 
be dangerous to myſelf. But if your pro ecdinas manifeſt t11t hmppy diſpoſition, 
which is to be deſired ardently by every good friend to this as well as the'mother 
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country, I aſſure you, in the warmth of my heart, that I will return, with the 
greateſt joy, and ſhall conſider it as the moſt fortunate event of my life, if you give 
me an opportunity to be an inſtrument of promoting your happineſs, and a... 
mediator between you and the ſupreme authority, to obtain for you every expla- 
nation of your doubts, and the fulleft conviction of the ſincerity of their deſire 
to confirm to you the undiſturbed enjoyment of your rights and liberty; and I 
ſhall be well pleaſed, by bringing my family back again, that you ſhould have 
ſuch a pledge of my attachment to this country, and of my wiſhes to cultivate 
a cloſe and laſting intimacy with the inhabitants. 
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committee wwas appointed to inquire into the cauſes of. the late diſturbances and 
 commotions in the country, and made the following report. | 
r appears to your committee, by the teſtimony of Doctor William Paſteur, that 
| the Friday morning, the 23d of April laſt, there was a commotion in the city 
of Williamsburg, occaſioned by the Governour's removing ſome powderArom 
the publick magazine; that a common-hall being aſſembled, he attended. An 
addreſs was preſented to his Excellency the Governour, and an anſwer received, 
as publiſhed in the Virginia Gazette; that the people, at the requeſt of the cor- 
poration, retired peaceably to their habitations ; that, during the commotion, 
the Captains Foy, Montague, and Collins, walked the main ſtreet unmoleſted; 
that, in the morning of the 23d of April, the faid Paſteur, attending a patient 
at the palace, accidentally met with his Exceltency the Governour, who in- 
troduceda converſation relative to what had paſſed the precedingday, and ſeemed 
l greatly exaſperated at the people's having been under arms; when the ſaid 
| Paſteur obſerved, that it was done in a hurry and confuſion, and that moſt of 
ö the people were convinced they were wrong. His Lordſhip then proceeded to 
make ule of ſeveral raſh expreſſions, and ſaid, that though he did not think 
Himſelf in danger, yet he underſtood ſome injury, or inſult, was intended to 
be offered to the Captains Foy and Collins, which he ſhould conſider as done to 
himſelf, as thoſe Gentlemen acted entirely by his particular directions; that his 
Lordſhip then ſwore by the living God, that if a grain of powder was burnt at 
Captain Foy or Captain Collins, or if any injury or inſult was offered to himſelf, 
or either of them, that he would declare freedom to the ſlaves, and reduce the 
city of Williamiburg to aſhes. His Lordſhip then mentioned ſetting up the royal 
ſtandard, but did not fay that he would actually do it, but faid, he believed, 
if he did, he ſhould have a majority of white people, and all the ſlaves, on the 
| ſide of government; that he had once fought for the Virginians, and that, by 
God, he would let them (#6 that he could fight againſt them; and declared, that, 
ina ſhort time, he could depopulate the whole country. ThathisExcellency deſired 
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the ſaid. Paſteur immediately to communicate this to the Speaker, and other 
Gentlemen of the town, for that there was not an hour to ſpare; adding 
alſo, that if Finnie, and George Nicholas, continued to go at large, what he had 
ſaid would, from ſome miſconduct of theirs, be carried into execution. That 
the faid Paſiqur immediately communicated this matter to the Speaker, and 
ſeveral other Gentlemen of the town, and it ſoon became. publickly known; 
in conſequence of which, two of the principal Gentlemen of the city ſent their 
wives and children into the country. That his Excellency, at other times, 
more than once did ſay, he ſhould not carry theſe plans into execution unleſs 
he was attacked. That the inhabitants of Williamiburg were ſoon after informed, 
by an expreſs from Fredericksburg, that the people in that part of the country 
were in motion towards this city. That, the next morning after this report, 
the ſaid Paſteur attending a patient at the palace, again met accidentally with 
the Governour, who declared to the faid P:/teur, that if a large body of people 
came below Ruffin's ferry (a place about thirty miles from this city) that he 
would immediately enlarge his plan, and carry it into execution; but faid, 
that he ſhould not regard a ſmall number of men, adding, he then had two 
hundred muſkets loaded in the palace. The faid Paſteur ſaith, that, to the beſt 
of his knowledge, at the time Lady Dunmore and family removed from Wil- 
liamsburg, on board the Fowey man of war, then lying at York, the inhabitants 
of this city were very peaceable. It appears to your committee, from the 
teſtimony of Benjamin Waller, that, the morning after the powder was removed 
from the publick magazine, the people in the city of Williamsburg were much 
alarmed, and aſſembled, ſome with, and others without, arms; but when the 
corporation reported the Goyernour's anſwer to their addreſs, they, by the 

rſuaſions of the magiſtrates, and other principal Gentlemen of the town, 
diſperſed, and were quiet; except in the evening, when a report prevailed that 
the marines were landed, and intended to town, they expreſſed great uneaſi- 
neſs, and went with their arms to the magazine to guard it, but ſoon diſperſed, 
except a few, who acted as a patrol that night. That the next day Doctor 
Paſteur came to the ſaid Valler's houſe, and informed him of the Governour's 
threatening, that if himſelf, his family, or Captain Collins, were inſulted, he 
would declare liberty to the ſlaves, and lay the town in aſhes; and that the 
Governour had deſired him to communicate this his declaration to the magiſ- 
trates of the city, for that there was not an hour to loſe. That theſe declara- 
tions gave the faid aller, and the other inhabitants of the town, great uneaſi- 
neſs. That ſeveral days afterwards, his Excellency came to the faid Waller's 
houſe, on ſome private buſineſs, and, in the courſe of converſation, his Lordſhip 
faid, that Captain Collins had only taken fifteen half barrels of powder from the 
magazine; that ſome was not good, and other barrels not full; but that he 


believed that one whole barre] might be got out of three half barrels; whereupon 
| | | 
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the ſaid Valler took the liberty to mention to his Lordſhip, that he was forry 
to tell his Excellency that he had loſt the confidence of the people, not ſo much 
for having taken the powder, as for the declaration he made of raiſing and 
freeing the ſlaves: To which he anſwered, that he did ſay ſo, and made no 
ſecret of it; and that he would do that, or any thing elſe, to have defended 
himſelf, in caſe he had been attacked. That his Lordſhip farther obſerved, 
that ſome ſlaves had offered him their ſervice, at the time the Hanover men 
were coming down; but that he had ſent them away. The ſaid Benjamin 
Waller farther ſays, that ſeveral young Gentlemen of the town, and others, 
had formed. themſelves into a company (by the name of an independent com- 
pany) to learn the military exerciſe, and elected the colonel of the militia for 
their captain, and that they uſually muſtered once a week. That, when his 
Excellency returned from the Indian expedition, Jaft fall, many of the ſaid 
company waited upon him, in their uniform, to congratulate his Lordſhip on 
his return; but, the ſaid //aller heard, they were coolly received. 

That ſaid Waller ſays, that he never heard of any powder's being lodged in 
the magazine from the Rippon man of war, until ſince the removal of the pow- 
der, and then only from report, the truth of which he does not know. 

It alſo appears to your committee, from the teſtimony of John Randolph, Eſq; 
Attorney General, of the city of #ill;iamsburg, that, the morning after the re- 
moval of the powder, many of the people were under arms at the courthouſe. 
That he does not recollect he heard the Governour expreſsly ſay he would pro- 
claim freedom to the ſlaves, but is well ſatisfied ſuch was his Lordſhip's inten- 
tion, if it had been neceſſary for him to take up arms in defence of his peron. 
That he does not recollect he ever ſaw any of the people under arms (except 
on the removal of the powder) but the volunteer company, when exerciſing ; 
which company had been formed a conſiderable time before the diſturbance 
happened. That he thought Lady Dunmore had no reaſon, but the timidity 
of her ſex, to ſuſpect any injury would be done her, or her family; nor did 
he know that Lord Dunmore had juſt cauſe to apprehend danger, unleſs he gave 
credit to the reports carried to him, which were of ſuch a nature as to juſtify 
an opinion that his perſon was not ſafe. That he is of opinion, and that he in- 
formed the Governour ſo, when he, with other Gentlemen, waited upon him - 
with the addreſs of the Houſe, that his perſon was in.no danger. That his 
Lordſhip was almoſt every day at his the ſaid Rando/ph's houſe, diſtant above a 
quarter of a mile from the palace, and in particular the evening of his depar- 
ture, and that his Lordſhip received no inſult, as he knows of, in paſling to and 
from thence. The ſaid Randolph ſays, that he underſtood from the Governour, 
in caſe armed people came to Williamiburg, he would fix up the royal ſtandard, 
to diſtinguiſh the friends of government from its foes; and that, if negroes on that 
occaſion offered their ſervices, they would be received. That the Governour in- 
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formed him, ſome negroes (by one of his ſervants) had offered their ſervice; 
but he ordered his ſervant to bid them go about their buſineſs. That the morn- 
ing after the removal of the powder the ſaid Randolph faw Captain Collins, Cap- 
tain Foy ] and he believes Captain Stretch, paſs through the people unmoleſted. 
It alſo appears, by the teſtimony of John Dixon, Eſq; mayor of the city of 
Williamsburg, that, in the opinion of. the inhabitants, the militia of the city 
being on an indifferent footing, and they having heard of an independent company 
eſtabliſhed at Norfolk, were deſirous of forming one in Williamiburg. That ſuch 
company was accordingly formed, and, although he does not know the Gover- 
nour was ever preſent when they were exerciſed, the ſaid Dixon never heard 
he diſapproved of it. That his Honour the Preſident, while the Governour 
was out on the Judian expedition, directed the keeper of the publick magazine 
to furniſh the company with muſkets. That a committee was choſen in the 
city, agreeable to the directions of the Congrefs, but not to act, as he knew 
of, under the committee. That, upon the Governour's return from the Indian 
expedition, one of the company waited upon his Excellency, to inform him the. 
company intended to pay their compliments to him the next morning, before 
the palace, if agreeable to Lady Dunmore, who was then indiſpoſed; but, his 
Lordſhip being ont of the way, the perſon, who went, left his compliments of 
the above import. That the next morning the ſaid Dixon, us captain, with 
part of the company, drew up in Palace ſtreet, and paid the uſual compliments. 
That his Lerdſhip did not come out to meet them; but ſome time afterwards 
there was a meſſage delivered by Mr. Blair, from his Excellency, that he 
would have done himſelf the pleaſure of waiting upon them, if they had ſtaid a 
| little longer, as he did not expect they would have finiſhed their exerciſe ſo ſoon. 
| That the morning after the powder was removed, many of the inhabitants 
being much alarmed, and greatly incenſed againſt Captain Foy and Captain Col- 
tins, aſſembled at the courthouſe under arms; but does not believe, nor has he 
| heard, any injury or inſult was intended to the Governour. That, ſome time 
| after the Governour's anſwer to the addreſs of the corporation was read, the 
| people, upon the interpoſition of the magiſtrates, and other Gentlemen, were 
ſatisfied, and returned home in quiet. That after the Governour had declared 
what Captain Collint had done was by his order, their reſentment againſt Cap- 
tain Co/lins ſubſided. That the ſame evening the powder was removed, a 
report prevailed, that a number of armed men, from Captain Co//ins's ſchooner, 
had landed at BzrwelPs ferry, about four miles from Filliamsburg, with deſign, 
as was ſup , to remove the arms from the magazine; whereupon many of 
© the inhabitants repaired to the magazine, to prevent ſuch deſign being executed; 
* but, by the advice of ſome Gentlemen, they all diſperſed, except ſuch as pa- 
# trolled that night. That the inhabitants appeared to be in perfect tranquillity, 
till a report was ſpread of his Excelleney”'s throwing out ſome threats reſpecting 
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the ſlaves, when there ſeemed to be great uneaſineſs but nothing more was 
done but doubling the uſual patrol. That after the alarm was over, the firſt 
day, he remembers to have ſeen Captain Foy and Captain Montague walk the 
ftreets, and he believes without inſult; and frequently ſaw them, Captain Co/- 
lins, and other officers, do the ſame, without their fwords, unmoleſted by the 
inhabitants. ob | | | . | 

It alſo appears, by the teſtimony of Joſeph Hutchings, colonel of the militia 
of the borough of Nor fo/k, that ſome years ago, the inhabitants, judging it would 
be a means of their greater fecurity, propoſed raiſing an independent company, 
that, by their being more regularly trained, they might be more capable of 
acting upon an emergency. That ſome time afterwards, his Excellency Lord 
Dunmore being at Norfolk, the faid Hutchings informed him of the intention of 
the inhabitants, and afked his advice how to act as to granting commiſſions, - 
the company intending to choofe their own officers. That his Lordſhip highly 
commended the propoſal, advifed the faid Hutchings to encourage and grant 
commiſſions to ſuch officers as might be choſen, and expreſſed his wiſhes that 
the example might be followed throughout the country. That about two years 
afterwards his Lordſhip was again at Norfo/tk, when the company was com- 
pletely formed and regimented; and, having drawn them np, his Lordſhip 
marched through the lines, in order to review them, and again exprefled great 
ſatisfaction. * | ; — 

Your committee then proceeded to examine ſeveral Gentlemen merchants, 
natives of Great Britain, who reſide in different parts of this colony, reſpecting 
the diſpoſition of its people, and its internal peace, the canſes of the late com- 
motions, and the progrefs thereof; and it appears to your committee, from the 
depoſitions by them taken, as follows: 

I appears, from the teſtimony of Hugh Hamilton, of the county of VWeſtmore- 
land, that the courts of this colony have always proceeded in criminal buſineſs 
as uſual, but declined trying civil cauſes immediately, on the Japſe of the fee 
bill, which, together with the non-exportation agreement, was, in his opinion, 

the cauſe of ſtopping that buſineſs, rather than an inclination of with-holding 
Juſtice, his acquaintances having the fame inclination to pay their debts as before 
the ſtoppage of the courts. That committees have been choſen within theſe 
twelve months, and independent companies formed in his and the neighbouring 
counties about the month of February laſt, for the defence of the colony, and 
that he never heard they were deſigned to protect the committee. That, in his 
county, the Gentlemen have been at proper pains to preſerve order; and it has 
been recommended to the militia, to acquire a knowledge of the military ex- 
erciſe. That the people within his acquaintance have been very orderly, and 
that he neyer ſaw any commotian before the powder was taken from the ma- 
| — : 0 F 
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gazine; that there was an alarm concerning the ſlaves prior to this tranſaction; 
which was greatly increaſed by the report of the Governour's intention to declare 
them free. That he never diſcovered the ſmalleſt inclination in any of the in- 
habitants to be independent of Great Britain, but, on the contrary, a moſt 


_ eager deſire for a connection, as it ſtood prior to the acts of Parliament impoſing 


taxes on America; and he is perſuaded a redreſs of the grievances complained 
of would eftabliſh a perfect tranquillity throughout this colony, and produce a 
reconciliation with the parent ſtate, | | 


It appears; from the teſtimony of Thomas Mitchell, of the county of Louiſu, 


that the loſs of the fee bill is generally aſſigned, and, he believes, was the im- 


mediate cauſe of ſtopping the civil proceedings in the courts of juſtice; but ap- 
prehends their not being reſumed is owing to the commercial mode of oppoli- 
tion. That no independent company was formed in the ſaid county until the 
Sth of May 1775, or thereabouts, nor a committee-choſen until ſome months, 
after the aſſociation entered into; and it is his opinion the ſaid company was. 
raiſed with a view to put the colony into a ſtate of defence, but believes it would. 
aſſiſt their committee, if called on. That no commotions have happened in the. 
faid county, but that the Governour's declaration to give freedom to the ſlaves 
greatly inflamed the minds of thoſe who believed it; but does not think that 
belief was general. That he does not think the colony wiſh to be independent 
of Great Britain, and is ſatisfied a redreſs of the grievances complained of 
would reſtore tranquillity and reconciliation. 3 | 2 

It appears, from the teſtimony of James Lyle and Robert Donald, of the county; 
of Cheſterfield, that the reaſon aſſigned for ſtopping the courts in civil proceed- 
ings was the expiration of the fee bill; and they are of opinion, that their re- 
fuſing to proceed now is owing to the adopted mode of commercial oppoſition. 
That no independent company was formed in Cheſterfield till a few weeks ago, 
and that they were intended for the general defence of the country, and not, 
as they know, deſigned for the protection of the committee, or to be under 
their direction; but they believe they would protect the committee, if required. 
That the inhabitants were quiet and peaceable prior to the removal of the pow- 


der, and were greatly alarmed and exaſperated at the Governour's declaration 


of giving freedom to the ſlaves, ſince which uncommon diligence has been 
uſed in training the independent company and the militia to arms; but the 
people have always behaved themſelves orderly, paying the greateſt regard to 
the prudent advice of their officers. That they have no reaſon to believe the 
people wiſh an independence of Great Britain, and firmly believe a redreſs of 


the preſent grievances would eſtabliſh a general tranquillity throughout this 


colony, and a reconciliation with Great Britain. Tu | 
It appears, from the teſtimony of Thomas Hodge and James Robiſon, of King 
C:orge county, Charles Yates and Henry Mitchell, of Spotſylvania, and Robert 
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Gilchriſt and Pati Kenyon, of Caroline, that the exptration of the fee bill was 
the immediate o ſtopping the courts in civil cauſes. That it has been 
ſince conſidered as « political means of obtaining a redreſs of grievances, by in- 
tereſting the Bririſh merchants, who have property here, in our behalf; and 
that, ſince it has been determined to diſcontinue the exports, it has been thought 
neceſſary; but the courts proceed in criminal caſes as uſual. That committees 
have been eſtabliſhed to enforce the reſolutions of the General Congreſs, and 
independent companies formed to learn the uſe of arms, at different periods : 
In Spo:ſylvania, ſome time laſt winter; in Caroline, in February or March laſt 
and in King George, ſince the laſt colony convention in March. They do not 
know that they were eſtabliſhed to protect the committees, but believe the 
defence of the colony was the firſt and principal motive. That ſome of the in- 
dependent company of $þ0!ſy/vania have acted under the direction of their com- 
mittee, but the Caroline company refuſed to enliſt, unleſs they were to be ſolely 
under the direction of officers of their own chooſing. That there never were 
any commotions among the people till after the powder was removed from the 
magazine, when, in conſequence of that tranſaction, there was a great afſem- 
bly of armed men at Frede.ieksburg, and adjacent places; but they were very 
orderly and peaceable, and upon the advice of a council they appointed, and 
ſome of the delegates of this colony, they all retired to their reſpective homes. 
That about this time they underſtood the Governour had made a declaration of 
freedoom to the flaves, which was not generally believed; but, as far as it 
gained credit, it tended greatly to inflame the people. That they do not be- 
lieve any part of this colony wiſh an independence of Great Britain, though 
they cannot undcrtake to judge of the views of individuals; and they hope, 
and think, a redreſs of the preſent grievances would reſtore tranquillity here,, 
and produce a reconciliation with the parent ſtate. | | 
It appears, from the teſtimony of Archibald Ritchie, of the county of Eſſex, 
that the cauſe generally aſſigned for ſtopping the procedings of the courts in civit 
cauſes (the criminal proceedings going on as uſual) was the expiration of the 
fee bill; but that he believes the meaſare was politically adopted, for carrying 
more effectually into execution the purpoſes of the aſſociation. That the volun- 
teer company in the county of Eſſex was formed about three weeks: ago, not 
merely for protecting the committees ; but believes they would do fo, if required. 
That, previous. to the ſeizure of the powder, the ſtate of the colony, as far as: 
his obſervation extended, was a general acquieſcence in the reſolves of the 
Provincial and General Congreſs; and that, in conſequence thereof, no commo- 
tion happened in that county. That he does not know of any one that wiſhes 
independence of Great Britain; but, on his oath, cannot fay there are none 
ſach. That he has not the leaſt doubt, if the grievances complained of were 
2 perfect tranquillity would be eſtabliſhed between Great Britain and. 
colonies. | 
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It LE from the teſtimony of Charles Duncan, of the county of Cheſterfield, - 
near the town of Peteraburg and Blandford, that the loſs of the fee bill, in his 
opinion, was the immediate cauſe of the ſtop to the proecedings in the courts 
in civil cauſes, the criminal going on as uſual. That a volunteer company in 
the ſaid county was formed ſome time after the convention at Richmond, and, 
in his opinion, ſolely for putting the country into a poſture of defence, without 
any regard to the protection of the committee. That the ſtate of the colony, 
before the removal of the powder, was peaceable and orderly; and a ftrict 
compliance with the reſolves of the Continental and Provincial Congreſs was, 
he thinks, the cauſe of maintaining that good order, fo little to be expected in 
a country deprived of ſo eſſential a part of its laws. That the removal of the 

wder certainly occaſioned the commotions complained of, and he believes, 
fo far as the Governour's declarations gained credit, they contributed to thoſe 
diſturbances; but there were none fuch in the neighbourhood where he lives. 
That he never heard any perſon wifh an independence of Great Britain, and is 
clearly of opinion a redrels of the preſent grievances would immediately produce 
a hearty reconciliation. ES. "$2 

It appears, by the teſtimony ef Archibald Bryce, of the county of Henrico, that 
the expiration of the fee bill was the reaſon aſſigned by the court for ftopping 
the proceedings in civil cafes (the criminal going on as nfual) and he believes 
the commercial mode of oppoſition is the reaſon why the buſmeſs of the courts 
is not reſumed. That the ſuſpenſion in civil proceedings took place in June, 
1774; and, fome time in the fall, a commyttee was chofen, agreeable to an 
article of the general aſſociation. That dependent company of Henrico 
has not been formed above ſix weeks, and he believes the principal deſign of 
their inſtitution was to put the colony into a proper ſtate of defenee. That he 
knew of no commotions in the country before the ſeizure of the powder; and, 
as very few took aparms upon that occaſion, he was informed, that, at the 
requeſt of one of the repreſentatives of the county, they returned to their habi- 
tations. That, he thinks, as far as the Governour's declaration gained credit 
with the people, it ſerved to irritate their minds, and might poſſibly be a means 
ef continuing the commotions in the country. That he believes the colony in 
general do not wiſh an independence, and that a redreſs of grievances would 

eftablif1 tranquillity, and produce a reconciliation. | 
' Tt appears, by the teſtimony of Thomas Montgomery, of the county of Prince 
William, that, previous to the powder's being ſeized, committees of correfpon- 
dence and of obſervation, to carry into effect the reſolutions of the Congreſs, 
and volunteer companies, were formed; military diſcipline was taught, arms and 
ammunition were — 1 re : f 

That, upon the report of thè Governour's having ſeized the powder, many 
people marched to Fredericksburg ; where, upon a meeting of ſeveral counties, 
it was determined, in conſultation, they ſhould return to their reſpective homes. 
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That the court proceeds in criminal caſes. In civil caſes, the proceedings are 
ſtopped; owing, as he thinks, to the expiration of the fee bill, but not to the 
determination againſt imports and exports, which he thinks did not neceſſarily 
produce that effect. Having obſerved the ſame inclination in the people to do 
Juſtice to their creditors as uſual, he thinks the above ſteps do not proceed from 
an inclination to with-hold juſtice. | WR 

That no other commotions or diſturbances have happened in the county but 
what were produced by the alarm of ſeizing the powder; and theſe ſubſided 
ſoon, and the people returned to their own habitations. That the political 
meaſures are adopted by all claſſes of men. 

That the independent-company was formed in that county about Seprember, 
and its deſign was to protect the colony in general, and the county in particular; 
and that he has heard it obſerved, this inſtitution would aid the execution of 
the reſolutions of the committee. | | 

That he believes few, if any perſon, in the colony, wiſh an independence 
of Great Britain; but, on the contrary, is of opinion, that a redreſs of grievances 
would eſtabliſh tranquillity here, and a perfect reconciliation with the mother 
country, as he thinks they entertain not a deſire but of dependence on the mo- 
ther country, on conſtitutional principles. 

It appears, by the teſtimony of Archibald Govan, Thomas Evans, Fohn Johnſon, 
and Geerge Braikenridge, of the county of Hanover, that proceedings in criminal 
caſes went on as uſual. That all civil law proceedings (except motions againſt 
ſheriffs, and other publick officers) were ſtopped in June 1774. In November, 
a committee, in conformity to a regulation of the Congreſs, was choſen, to 
carry into execution the American aſſociation, an independent company enliſted, 
but not embodied. g | 

That, for the interruption of ſuits in civil caſes, they aſlign the expiration of 
the fee bill as the principal cauſe, and do not attribute that meaſure to the 
adoption of the commercial oppoſition, as this political plan took place ſome 

moaths after the courts had ſtopped their proceedings. | ? 
That, as to commotions, they ſay none have occurred, except in one in- 
ftance, which proceeded from the Governour's ſeizing the powder, which was 
heightened and increaſed by his threatening to enfranchiſe the ſlaves. 

That thoſe cauſes induced the independent company to chooſe their officers, 
and march out about twenty miles towards Jilliamsburg ; but how they con- 
ducted themſelves on their march, they can give no information. That they 
think the independent companies were formed to put the country into a ſtate 
of defence, yet they ſuppoſe they would have aided the committee. 

That this colony, in their opinion, deſires not an independence of Great Bri- 
rain, and that a redreſs of the preſent grievances would re-eſtabliſh tranquillity, 
and produce a reconciliation with the parent ſtate, 
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It appears to your committee, from the teſtimony of Audrew Sprowle, Ar- 
chibald Campbell, and James Ingram, of the county of Norfolk, and Samuel Donald- 
ſon, of the county of Nanſemand, that, in theſe counties, the courts, as uſual, 
proceed in criminal caſes, For the cauſes of ſtopping the proceedings in civil 
ſuits, they aſſign the expiration of the fee bill as the primary one; but, as a 
ſecondary cauſe, they think this meaſure was adopted to carry the purpoſes of 
the aſſociation more effectually into execution, which, by diſtreſſing the mer- 
cantile part of the Brizi/h nation, was intended to intereſt them in favour of the 
colony, and to produce, in the end, an accommodation. ? 

That the town of Norfolk,, as yet, has no independent company, but one 
formed before the exiſtence of committees, with the approbation of the Gover- 


nour, and under his commiſſion. In Nanſemond county, an independent com- 


pany was formed in May laſt; not for the avowed purpole of protecting com- 
mittees, but in conformity to the direction of the laſt Conyention. 
That, before the ſeizure of the pawder, a general acquieſcence under the re- 


ſolutions of the General and Provincial Congreſs marked the political character 


of this colony; and, in the above-mentioned connties, no commotions were 
excited by this conduct of the Governour's, ſince in neither did the report, that 
an inſurrection was intended by the ſlaves, produce that effect. 

That they think it the univerſal wiſh, to have a conſtitutional dependence on 


| Great Britain; and that a redreſs of grievances will immediately eſtabliſh tran- 


quillity, and be productive of a reconciliation with the parent ſtate. 


A committee was appointed to prepare an addreſs, in anſwer to his Excellency*s laſt 
meſſage. 23 
2 addreſs being reported to the Houſe, was maturely conſidered, and is as follows : 
rr, #6 
My Lox, 2 7 
HE Houſe of Burgeſſes received your Lordſhip's written meſſage of the 
roth inſtant, in anſwer to the joint addreſs of his Majcſty's Honourable 
Council and this Honſe, with equal concern and amazement. We were totally 
unprepared for ſo ſevere and cruel a return to the reſpectful, application made 
to your 1 ſolely dictated by our duty to his Majeſty, and the moſt 
earneſt deſire of contributing every thing in our power towards promoting. as 
well your Lordſhip's own happineſs, as that of your Lady and whole family. 
This ſtep, we hoped, would have proved the happy means of reſtoring that 
tranquillity and harmony, you were pleaſed to flatter us with your earneſt 
wiſhes to have eſtabliſhed. Who were the peculiar objects of your tenderneſs, 
that you ſo kindly, in favour to them, declined a particular enumeration, we 
know not; but are ſorry that your Lordſhip had ſo little feeling for the honour, 
and integrity, of this Houſe. You haye now, my, Lord, driven-us. to the diſ- 
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agreeable neceſſity of inquiring minutely into the cauſes of the late diſtur- 
bances in this country. It is not with the moſt diſtant inclination to give your 
Lordſhip theſlighteft umbrage that we engage in ſo irkſpme a taſk, but purely to do 
juſtice to our much injured country, that we recur to different, and ſome diftant, 
tranſactions. The charges of diſloyalty and diſaffection in our countrymen to 
our moſt gracious ſovereign, and his government, as inſinuated in your Lord- 
ſhip's meſſage, and ſome other publick acts, are as grievous as they are un- 
merited. Words, we know, are too often but empty ſounds. We appeal not 
to profeſſions, however ſincere, but to facts, of publick notoriety. The loyalty 
of this his Majeſty's moſt ancient colony ſtands confeſſed, as recorded by many 
of your worthy predeceſſors. We. will preſume to carry your attention no far- 
ther back than to the adminiſtration of a Governour immediately preceding your 
Lordſhip. Previous to his coming over to Virginia, there had ariſen ſome un- 
happy diſputes between Great Britain and the colonies. His Majeſty was graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to ſend over to us, from his immediate preſence, the truly noble 
Lord BoTETOURT, Who told ns, that he had received it in command from his 
Majeſty to do juſtice, and maintain the rights of all his ſubjects. He cheerfully 
entered upon the duties of his exalted ſtatition, in which he acted as a true re- 
preſentative of his royal maſter, at once ſupporting the dignity of his crown, 
diſpenſing the utmoſt juſtice, and diffuſing benevolence throughout the oy 
By his exemplary conduct, in all reſpects, he accompliſhed what he deemed a 
glorious work: He gave us tranquillity, and happineſs. Indeed he was often 
heard to declare, that the bnſineſs of a Governour of Virginia was much eaſier 
than he could have conceived, as he found that the government almoſt executed 
. Itſelf, Matters were not at that time carried on, and precipitated, with fo 
high an hand, on the other fide of the water, as at preſent. This probably was 
owing to his minutely examining every ſubject to the bottom himſelf, taking 
nothing upon truſt; to his diſcountenancing tale-bearers, and malicious infor- 
mers; and, atlaſt, making a faithful repreſentation of things, as he found them. 
In a ſhort, too ſhort a time, for the happineſs of Virginia, it pleaſed GOD to 
remove him from us. When we received the account of your Lordſhip's ap- 
pointment, we indulged the pleaſing hopes that we ſhould again be made happy 
in a ruler; and, when you were pleaſed to honour us with your preſence, we 
vied with each other in endeavouring to make your adminiſtration eaſy and 
agrecable. Upon the report that your Lady and family were coming over to 
you, every one, we believe, who heard it, was eager in expectation of an 
event which was likely to give addition to your happineſs. We received 
her Ladyſhip, and your children, with every expreſſion of heart-felt joy, 
and have conſidered our countrymen as exceedingly happy in having 
ſuch reſpectable pledges amonſt them. Changes, my Lord, ſeldom 
happen without ſome ſufficient cauſe. If, therefore, you have, or think 
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you have, diſcovered any alteration in the ſentiments or behaviour of thoſe 
you preſide over, it may be worth your while, as well as ours, to ſearch 
out the reaſon of it. Reſpect, my Lord, is not to be obtained by force, from 
a free people. If genuine, it muſt be a perfect volunteer; and nothing is ſo 
likely to enſure it to one in your ſtation as dignity of character, a candid and 
exemplary conduct. We decline, on this occaſion, a diſcuſſion of the ſubject 
unhappily in diſpute between G eat Britain and the colonies. We preſume not 
to interfere with your authority in ſummoning or diſſolving Aſſemblies, when, 
by advice of your Council, you think there is proper occaſion. What we claim, 
as an act of juſtice, is, that our conduct ſhould be fairly and impartially repre- 
{ſented to our ſovereign. We do not mean to inſinuate that your Lordſhip 
would, deſignedly, miſrepreſent facts; but it is much to be feared that you | 
too eaſily give credit to ſome deſigning perſons, who, to the great injury of this 
community, poſſeſs much too large a ſhare of your confidence. We have ſeen, 
my Lord, the copy of a letter you were pleaſed to write to the Earl of Dar:- 


% mouth, dated the 2gth of May 1774. The deſign of the then Aſſembly was 


entirely miſconceived, and the ill impreſſions your Lordſhip's letter may have 


made on the minds of his Majeſty, and his miniſters, prove how dangerous it 


is, and how very unjuſt it may be, to attempt penetrating the thoughts of 
others, when they are not certainly known. Suſpicions, we humbly conceive, 
can never juſtify direct and poſitive accuſations. Men, we know, differ in 
religious ſentiments. Some may believe in the ſuperintendence of a providence, . 
and that the care, eſpecially of nations, is an object of Divine Goodneſs; 
whilſt others may think, . or affect to treat this, as well as other matters, which 
our religion teaches, ' as things merely chimerical. We have likewiſe ſeen an 
authentick copy of extracts of another of your Lordſhip's letters to the ſame 


noble Earl, dated the 24th of December 1774. The more injurious the unfa- 


voarable repreſentations, contained in this letter, were likely to be to this 


country, the more careful we ſhould have hoped your Lordſhip would have 


been in examining the evidences of the facts ſtated. Your Lordſhip had been 
pleaſed to repreſent, in the firſt letter, our Houſe of Burgeſſes as fond of having 
it thought that a determined reſolution to deny and oppoſe the authority of 
Parliament always originates with them. Whether this was intended to draw 
down the particular reſentment of Parliament on this country, your Lordſhip 
can beſt determine. They have, indeed, proteſted againſt the power of Par- 
liament, when they thought it extended contrary to the principles of the con- 
ſtitution; but we do not know that they ever affected to take the lead of the 
other colonies, in this, or any other meaſure. The times of entering their 
proteſtations were merely accidental, as circumſtances happened; and it is 
notorious, that the ſubject of the preſent complaint had been under the con- 
ſideration of ſome other ole, before the Virginians took it up. It would 
ſeem, from your Lordſhip's letter of the 24th of December, that the aſſociation 
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adopted by the General Congreſs was firſt recommended from Virginia; whereas 
the truth is, that, in Virginia, nothing more was reſolved againſt, at firſt, 
than the importation and uſe of Eaſt India commodities. The general non-ex-' 
port and non · import agreement came firſt recommended to us from ſeveral of 
the northern colonies: . This, we own, makes no difference now, as the feve- 
ral-colonies have united in the aſſociation. It is only remarked, ſince this cir- 
cumſtance ſeems: to have been thought material, as no ſtrong teſtimony of a 
kind diſpoſition in your Lordſhip towards this country. That committees were 
choſen, in the ſeveral counties, is admitted. The deſign of them was to ob- 
ſerve the conduct of thoſe. who were inimical to the intereſt of the country. 
They were required to publiſh the names of all tranſgreſſors, that the country 
might know their friends from their foces. This you were pleaſed to terin 
«« inviting the vengeance of a lawleſs mob to be exerciſed upon the unhappy 
victims.” You farther repreſented theſe committees as aſſuming an authority 
to inſpect the books, invoices, and all the ſecreti of the trade and correſpondence 
of merchants. . This, my Lord, was high-colouring of aſſumed facts; which 
we, who inhabit different parts of the country, are flrangers to. To cloſe your 
narrative upon this head, you were pleaſcd to inform your noble correſpondent, 
that every. county in this colony was arming a company of men, whom they 
call an independent company, for the avowed purpoſe of protecting their 
« committees, and to be employed againſt government, if occaſion required; 
and that the committee of one county had proceeded fo far as to ſwear the 
« men of their independent company to execute all orders which ſhould be 
given them from their committee. "Theſe, my Lord, are things entirely 
without our knowledge; and, upon the ſtricteſt inquiry, we are convinced they 
deſerve no credit. There were a few companies of Gentlemen formed, who 
were deſirous of ecting themſelves in military exerciſe; but we find not 
more than ſix or ſeven throughout the whole colony, which conſiſts of ſixty one 
counties. This was deſigned to diſtinguiſn them from the militia at large; the 
firſt, and moſt confiderable of theſe, was inſtituted for the better protection of 
the inhabitants of Norfolk borough, and afterwards received your Lordſhip's 
approbation, ſo far, that you expreſſed the warmeſt wiſhes that the example 
might be followed throughout the country, and gave commiſſions to their offi- 

cers. That theſe companies were connected with the committees, or that they 
were ever deſigned to act againſt, ' or in any fort to interfere with, what you 
are pleaſed to call government, we do not know, or believe; but, on the con- 
trary, we are venly perſuaded that they were always ready and willing to ex- 
ert themſelves to ſupport the laws, and his Majeſty's government, to the ut- 
moſt of their power. Your Lordſhip's aſſertion, that the . power of govern- 


ment was entirely diſregarded, if not wholly overturned, and that there was 
. > H p 


& 7 


_ «© clamoursof this cguntry, Your Lordſhip's aſſertion, that not a ſew did it to 
avoid paying their debts, in which many of the principal people here are 


* beſtowed on their legal government, or the laws proceeding from it,“ is 


* rica, With the royal approbation, in the laſt war. The united intereſt indeed 
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not a juſtice of the peace in Virginia who acted except as a committee-man,”* * 
we cannot but conſider as highly unjuſt, and extremely injurious to us. We 
have the greatcſt reaſon to believe, having it in full proof, that tha magiſtrates, 
throughout the colony dulx attended their reſpective. courts : and though, for 
the reaſons. aſſigned in our farmer. addreſs to your Lordſhip, they could not 
think themſelves legally authoriſed to hear and determine civil ſuits, yet we 
are perſuaded that their former endeavours to preſerve the peace and good or- 
der of government. Were. not interrupted,, but cxcrtcd. in the uſual manner. 
The original cage. of ſuſpending the-trials of civil diſputes was, as your Lord- 
ſhip. obſerves, the: want af a fee bill. This legal defect was much lamented, 
and not uſed, that we know of, as a popular argument, by any man of good 
ſenſe; nor did the inhabitants of this country join, in what you are pleaſed to 
call an opprobrious meaſure, to engage their Engliſh creditors to join the 


«« much involved,” we can only anſwer for ourſelves in the negative; and 
mult conſider fo indiſcriminate. a charge as'extreme] y injurious... We were fo 
far from deſiring to do injuſticeſto creditors, that it gave us great pain to obſerve 
that ſuch a ſtep, was. thought, neceſlary ; and noilüng but tlie hopes of being re- 
lieved frhm the arbitrary ſyſtem of colony government, attempted to be intro- 
duced, could have prevailed: with us to ſübmit to a ſtoppage of our exports. 
The merchants of London, in their written meſſage, by a reſpectable member 
of their body, to the committee of the Houſe of Commons, have done us ample 
juſtice in this reſpect; by repreſenting, that they ſhould have no uneaſineſs 
about remittances from America, unleſs Parliament purſued ſuch means as were 
likely to prevent them. The Congreſs, my Lord, we conſider as inſtituted 
on principles of publick neceſſity; we do not deny our having a proper reſpect 
for that body; we learn, from good authority, that their humble and dutiful 
petition. to his Majeſty was graciouſly received, though, it is with concern, we 
aretoldit has hitherto produced no good effect: But that the inhabitants of Virginia 
treated with marks of reverence the laws of the. Congreſs, which they never 


one of a great number of facts requiring proof; ſince we muſt take leave to 
ſay, with confidence, that his Majeſty's ſubjects of Virginia have been ſecond 
to none others, even to his dutiful and loyal ſubjects in any part of his wide- 
extended dominions, in all due reſpect to his government, governours, and 
all in authority under him. Fac] 17211 ens Hy "BO YE 

We connot but remind your Lordſhip. of the General Congreſs held in Ane- 


of Great Britain, and the colonies, might have then demanded it. In imitation 
of ſo laudable an example, America reſolved on a like meaſure, as equally, if 
not more neceſlary, at this critical juncture. Your Lordſhip's account of the 
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effects the aſſociation is likely to produce, conſidering it as a matter of opinion, 


awe are little concerned to interfere with. Time only can diſcover the conſe- 
quences of it; but your heavy charge againſt thoſe called people of fortune, 
that they ſupply themſelves and negroes for two or three Years, to the diſ- 
«< treſſes of the middling and poorer ſort,” muſt have proceeded from your giving 
too eaſy credit to ill-founded reports. Some, but very few, may have ſupplied 
| themſelves, as opportunity offered, for the preſent year. This, we believe, is 
1 the moſt that has been done; and we are perſuaded of a material miſtake in 
1 * another reſpect, it being the general opinion, founded on good grounds, that 
) the middling and poorer fort will fare much better than thoſe of fortune, who 
have large numbers of flaves to provide for. Engaged on this topick, we can- 
not refrain from obſerving how ſtrangely our views have been miſrepreſented. 
By the aſſociation, we intend nothi at is illegal; we are only reſolved to 
be content with our home-ſpun manufactures, however mean in quality, unlefs 
3 things can be reſtored to their former channel, the only ſecurity we deſire for 
what we know our excellent conſtitution entitles us to- What your Lordſhip 
is pleaſed to repreſent as the arbitrary proceedings of the committees, we truſt: 
will produce none of thoſe very dreadful effects you have painted in ſuch 
alarming colours. The whole colony, very few excepted, is united; and, 
from ſuch union of ſentiments, expectations muſt be exceedingly ſanguine, 
indeed, in ſuppoſing that diſcord will ariſe. : 

How the proceedings of the General Convention, in the month of March laſt, 
may have been repreſented, we know not; but, from the foregoing ſpecimens, 
it is to be preſumed in no very favourable light. Thefe meetings, my Lord, 
unleſs it can be ſuppoſed that a whole country could entirely loſe fight of its ſe- 
curity and moſt eſſential intereſts, were rendered abſolutely neceſſary, firſt by 
the diſſolution, and afterwards by repeated prorogations, of the General Aſſembly. 
Upon inquiry into the ſtate of the colony, it was found that there had been al- 
moſt a total inattention to the proper training and diſciplining of our militia. ' 
Various ſubſequent acts of our legiflature, amendatory of the law of 1738, had 
expired; the act providing againſt invaſions and inſurrections was near expiring, 

and it was uncertain whether an opportunity would be given the General Aſſem- 
bly to revive it. Taking a farther view of our ſituation, it was found that our 
inhabitants were expoſed to the incurſions of a barbarous and ſavage enemy. 
From the beſt accounts received from Great Britain, there was too much wee (3 
to be convinced that his Majeſty's miniſtry were proſecuting the moſt rigorous 
and arbitrary meaſures towards ſabjugating the whole continent of America to 
their deſpotick rule; which meaſures, it is more than probable, had been ſug-- 
geſted from hence, and the other colonies: That a ſcheme, the moſt diabolical,; 
had been meditated, and generally recommended, by a perſon of great influence, 
to offer freedom to our ſlaves, and turn them againſt their maſters. The Con- 
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"A to guard againſt theſe dangers, not clearly ſeen into before that time, 
recommended a ftrict attention to the militia law of 1738; but, thinking this 
defective in many eflential points, conſidering. that, under this law, the whole 
mulitia were not obliged to exerciſe ſo frequently as might be neceſſary, it was 
recommended that volunteer companies ſhould be formed in each county, for 
| the better defence and protection of the whole country. Theſe proceedings, 
| according to an uſual ſtyle, it is more than probable, have been repreſented as 
; deſigned to oppoſe government; whereas, we are perſuaded, that nothing was 
| farther from the intentions of the Convention. A review of their reſolutions 
4 muſt convince every unprejudiced mind that the utmoſt reſpect was paid to his 
| - Majeſty and his legal government, and that the Convention had much pleaſure 

in expreſling their obligations to your Lordſhip for your late ſervices. The truth 

is, my Lord, that his Majeſty's dutiful ſubjects in this colony have the utmoſt 

attachment to their ſovereign; they admire, they love the conſtitution, and 
ö will riſk every thing moſt dear and valuable in ſupport of it. Theſe are prin- 
U ciples imbibed in their infancy, and their conſtant care is to inculcate them up- 


l b on the minds of their children; they meditate or deſign nothing in the leaſt 
* offenſive: But, if it is expected that they ſhould fit down ſupinely, and ſubmit 
: to yokes which neither they nor their forefathers were able to bear, they muſt 


acknowledge that they have the ſenſibility and feelings of freemen, actuating 
them to a proper and juſtifiable defence of thoſe rights which are guarantied by 
the laws and principles of the conſtitution. 

We have, my Lord, made the ſtricteſt and minuteſt inquiry into the cauſes 
of the late diſturbances. We find, from the examination of many reſpectable 
merchants, natives of Great Britain, reſiding in different parts of this colony, 
and from other Gentlemen of character, that the country was in a perfect ſtate 
of tranquillity till they received an account of your Lordſhip's removal of the 
gunpowder from the publick magazine, to one of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, 

and of your irritating and moſt unjuſtifiable threats. 

The inhabitants of this country, my Lord, could not be ſtrangers to the many 
attempts in the northern colonies to difarm the people, and thereby deprive them 
of the only means of defending their lives and property. We know, from good 
authority, that the like meaſures were generally recommended by the miniſtry, 
and that the export of powder from Great Britain had been prohibited. Judge 
then how very alarming a removal of the ſmall ſtock which remained in the | 
publick magazine, for the defence of the country, and the ſtripping the guns of l 
their locks, muſt have been to any people, ho had the ſinalleſt regard for their 
ſecurity. The manner, and time, of doing it, made no ſmall addition to the 
general apprehenſion of your Lordſhip's views. The reaſon aſſigned by your 
Lordſhip for taking this ſtep, we ſhould have thought the moſt likely, at any 
other time, to have directed a very different conduct. We ſhould have ſup- 
poſed, that a well-grounded apprehenſion of an inſurrection of the ſlaves ought 
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to have called ſortli the utmoſt exertions to ſuppreſs it. The world will proba- 
bly judge your Lordſhip's method of doing this, the leaſt likely to eftect the 
neceſſary purpoſe. Your Lordſhip having repreſented this powder as the King's 
peculiar property, ſuppgſing it to have been brought from one of his ſhips, we 
| have made inquiry into that matter, and cannot find that there ever was any 
powder brought either from the Rippon or any other man of war; fo that we 
preſume your Lordſhip muſt have been miſinformed as to this fact, ſince the 
powder was removed, as it was not relied on in your anfwer to the addreſs of 
the corporation of the city of Williamsburg. Be this, however, as it may, we 
conceive the caſe would not be materially altered. We muſt remind your Lord- 
ſhip, that, by a very ancient law of this country, enacted fo long ſince as the 
thirty ſecond year of the reign of his Majeſty King Charles the ſecond, for raiſing, 
a publick revenue, and for the better ſupport of this governmennt, amongſt . 
other proviſions, an impoſt of one half pound of new gunpowder, and three + 
pounds of leaden ſhot, or one ſhilling and threepence ſterling, was impoſed on 
all ſhips or veſſels coming into this colony, In the ninth year of the reign of 
Queen Anne, the impoſt of one ſhilling and threepence on thFtunnage of veſſels 
was continued, for port duties. It is evident, my Lord, that the original and 
chief deſign of this particular impoſt was to provide, from time to time, a pro- 
ſtock of munition for the defence of the country. We have examined the 
produce of this fund for thirteen years paſt, and find that it yielded in that time 
twenty eight thouſand five hundred and three pounds three ſhillings and nine- 
pence ſterling, which, on an average, amounted to 21921. 11s. ſterling per 
annum ; and it is obſervable, that for the four laſt years it yielded conſiderably 
more than three thouſand pounds in each year. It may fam hence be fairly 
ſubmitted, whether it was not incumbent on the executive part of government 
to have provided, in the firſt place, from ſo large and ample a fund, a proper 
ſtock of arms and ammunition, which was fo eſſentially neceſſary for the ſecu- 
rity of the country. If, my Lord, inſtead of applying a reaſonable part of this 
money to ſuch neceſſary purpoſes, the whole has been applied to other occaſions 
of government, and powder and arms had been procured through ſome other 
channel, we ſhould preſume that theſe, when ſtored in the publick magazine, 
built at the expenſe of the country, and appropriated to the ſafe - keeping of all 
military ſtores, ought there to have remained, till the exigencies of the country 
demanded them. | 38 | . 
We find, my Lord, that the inhabitants of the city of Filliamsburg, in the 
midſt of which the magazine is ſituated, upon diſcovering that the powder was 
removed, the time and manner of its being done, in the dead of night, under 
an eſcort of armed marines, commanded by Captain Henry Collins of the Magda- 
len, were exceedingly alarmed; that many of them were ſo exaſperated that 
| | I | | | 
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they had recourſe to arms, intending, as we underſtand, to compel Captain 
Collins to reſtore the powder; but we cannot diſcover that the leaſt inſult was 
intended to your Lordſhip. We find that the corporation of Williamiburg pre- 
ſented a very decent and reſpectful addreſs to your Excellency, deſiring that you 
would be pleaſed to order the powder to be returned; and, on receipt of your 
verbal anſwer, amongſt *other things, avowing that it had been removed by 
your orders, under which Captain Collins had acted, and promiſing that it ſhould 
be returned in caſe of an inſurrection, the people aſſembled were ſoon gppeaſed, 
returned quietly to their reſpective homes, and perfect tranquillity was feſtored in 
the city; that in the ſucceeding night, on a report that a number of armed men 
had landed at a ferry about four miles from the city, the inhabitants were 
again much alarmed; but, upon the interpoſition of ſome Gentlemen, they 
were quieted, and nothing farther was done than ſtrengthening the uſual patrol 


for the ſecurity of the city. We farther find, that on the next day, when 


every thing was perfectiy quiet, your Lordſhip ſent a meſſage into the city by 
one of the magiſtrates, which you delivered with the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations, 
that if any inſult was offered to Captain Foy, or Captain Collins, you would 


declare freedom to the flaves, and lay the town in aſhes; and that you could 


eaſily depopulate the whole country. What could have provoked your Lord- 
ſhip to this we cannot diſcover, as both Captain Foy and Captain Collins, and 
ſeveral other officers, had been frequently ſeen walking publickly in the ftreets, 
and no one offered either of them the leaſt injury; nor can we diſcover any 
reaſon to believe that any thing of the fort. was intended. The inhabitants, my 
Lord, could not but be exceedingly alarmed at ſo cruel a threat; many people 
conſidered it as part of that general plan, they had heard was recommended in 
England, and which was diſcovered by your Lordſhip through accident; they 
however, did nothing more, that we can learn, than continue their former 
patrols, A report of theſe ſeveral matters having ſoon circulated throughout 
almoſt through the whole country, with this addition, that the moſt valuable 
guns in the magazine had been ſtripped of their locks, and that the inhabitants 
of IFilliamsburg were in the moſt imminent danger, the minds of the people in 
general were much agitated; they aſſembled in different quarters, and a num- 
ber of expreſſes were ſent to inquire and obtain a true ſtate of things. It 
appears, that, during this general uneaſineſs, an account was received from the 
northward of the engagement at Concord; the General, it ſeems, had ſent an 
armed force to ſeize a provincial magazine. This, your Lordſhip may ſuppoſe, 
increaſed the apprehenſions of our people, as it held out to them an additional 
proof that the ſteps you had taken formed a part of that general ſyſtem adopted 
to render the colonies defenceleſs. If, upon ſuch alarms, when the minds of the 


people were fretted to an extreme degree, ſome irregularities were committed, 


the cauſes may be found in thoſe extraordinary attempts to ſtretch the powers 


= Ju * 
* _ T.- 
4 > GO 2. 


„ % 


33 1 . 


of government ſo mach beyond their ancient and conſtitutional limits. It gave 
the greateſt concern, my Lord, to all acquainted with your moſt amiable Lady, 
and her diſtinguiſhed character, to hear that ſhe had removed with her children 
to one of the King's ſhips: We have inquired into the cauſe of this; and though 
we do not preſume to preſcribe to her Ladyſhip, yet we are perſuaded, that, 
had ſhe known the ſentiments of all ranks of people in' this colony, every un- 
eaſineſs would have been removed. We find, my Lord, that from the great 
pains taken by the magiſtrates, and other inhabitants of the city of Williamiburg, 
there could have been no real ground for fear at the time of her Ladyſhip's re- 
moval, unleſs it was produced from your Lordſhip's threats, which might have 
kept the minds of ſome of the citizens in ſuſpenſe. A few Ladies, it appears, 
left the city; but it was not through apprehenſions of 'any other danger than, 
what your Lordſhip held over them. The inhabitants certainly could have 
entertained no ſuſpicions of injury from their friends in the conntry, who had 
kindly offered to come to their aſſiſtance; ſo that it was in the power of your 
Lordſhip, alone, to have removed her Ladyſhip's uncaſineſs. 

It gives us the greateſt pain, my Lord, to find, in your Excellency's meſlage, 
ſo determined a reſolution to purſue a courſe the moſt likely to revive the un- 
eaſineſſes of the people, and prevent that reſtoration of harmony ſo ardently 
wiſhed for by all good men. Lou are pleaſed to ſubmit to our judgment, 
** whether you could reaſonably have expected any good effect from commu- 
*« nicating the ground of your uneaſineſs to us.” We give it as our opinion, 
that your Lordſhip had the greateſt reaſon, if you had viewed our conduct in 
its proper light, to have expected the beſt effects from fach communication, 
as we met your Lordſhip in General Aſſembly with the ſincereſt diſpoſiti- 
ons to do every thing in our power to provide for the tranquillity of the country. 
The reaſons aſſigned for your contrary apprehenſions, we are perſuaded, muſt 
have been ſuggeſted to your Lordſhip by ſome deſigning, malevolent informer. 
We can hardly ſuppoſe your Lordſhip could have had any well- grounded fear 
of perſonal danger, when it is notorious that you appeared publickly, as uſual; 
and it is in proof to us, that the ſame night in which you left the palace, you 
walked alone to the Attorney General's, at the diſtance of upwards of a quarter 
of a mile, and returned unmoleſted; and we cannot diſcover that even the 
ſlighteſt inſult was offered. If you judge of the diſpoſition of the Houſe of 
Burgeſſes, as to publick miatters, from their declining to accept an invitation to 
dine with your Lordſhip (the inſtance of reſpect and civility alluded to, and 
which you ſay you had been forward in offering to them) you have entirely 
miſtaken their motives. A piece of civility of this fort had formerly its due 


weight with us; but we had little reaſon to ſuppoſe that ſuch a ceremony would, 


at this time, be attended, on your Lordſhip's part, with that cordiality which 
we. thought we had: obſerved on former occaſions. How could your Lordſhip: 


© 


think of admitting to your table a ſet of men, whom, together with the whole 
body of their conſtituents, you had endeavoured to paint in ſuch deſpicable and 
odious colours? That the Houſe of Burgeſſes ever countenanced the violent 
and diſorderly proceedings of the people, we muſt, in juſtice to ourſelves, take 
leave to deny. As to the magazine's heing rifled, which you are pleaſed to 
inſinuate was done witlt the approbation of the Houſe, we muſt ſay, that in 
this allo the greateſt injuſtice is done to us. The Houſe was ſitting, cloſely en- 
gaged in publick buſineſs, when this affair happened. Some of our members, 
as we believe the truth is, upon hearing what was going forward at the maga- 
zine, went up in hopes of preventing it. We are informed, that a great con- 
'Y courſe of people, from different parts of the country, were aſſembled, and that 
| many of the arms had been taken out of the magazine. Several of the mem- 
1 bers, as private Gentlemen, remonſtrated with all the people they met with 
: againſt ſuch proceedings, and prevailed with them to return what they had taken. 
When your Lordſhip was pleaſed to accuſe the Houſe of Burgeſles of uſurping 
the executive power,“ from what happened on this occaſion, we preſume 
it would have been well to have conſidered with what propriety they could 
have interfered: Had they made an order for apprehending the perſons con- 
cerned, who were unknown, it would have been fruitleſs, and, moreover, a. 
plain departure from the line of their authority. Such a ſtep your Lordſhip 
might, indeed, have juſtly cenſured, as an uſurpation of the executive power. 
Or would your Lordſhip bave recommended to the individual members to have 
acted as bailiffs, in ſeizing all offenders they met with? We never have, nor 
will we ever give countenance to ſuch unjuſtifiable proceeqings as happened 
that day. Your acquaintance, my Lord, with mankind, muſt ſuggeſt to you 
. the difficulty there is in reſtraining an incenſed multitude. Many people, the 
hl, irritation of whoſe minds had but lately ſubſided, we underſtand, had been again 
1 greatly alarmed at a late unfortunate accident, which happened to ſome incon- 
1 ſiderate young men, in their unlawful attempt to furniſh themſelves with arms 
| out of the magazine; an attempt, my Lord, which we condemn as highly as 
5 vour Lordſhip can. But whether ſome little apology may not be ſuggeſted, 
1 from that univerſal anxiety which all mankind have to prepare for the defence 
| ; of their lives and property, we will not determine; the point is delicate, and A 

we leave the world to judge of it. But the means contrived, in purſuance of 

your Lordſhip's orders, by which an unfortunate culprit might probably have 

been hurried into eternity, without a mement's time for reflection, we conceive, 

can do no great honour to humanity; which, we ſhould have ſuppoſed, would 

have dictated the neceſſity of at leaſt giving publick notice that ſpring- guns 

were prepared and fixed ; which, it is imagined, would have anſwered every 

purpoſe of ſecurity to the magazine. Your Lordſhip's reflections on our com- 
p mittee, and, through them, upon this whole Houſe, we think might have been 
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ſpared, after what paſſed early in the ſeſſion. Had the committee miſbehaved, 
we ſhould not have been backward in taking proper notice of it. When we 
received your Lordſhip's very temperate meſlage reſpecting their conduct, we 
addreſſed your Excellency, in hopes, by having matters properly explained, 
of removing all umbrage you might have taken. Your Lordſhip's reply to this 
meſſage induced us to believe that you were ſatisfied; but it ſeems we muſt again 
enter on the ſame ſubject, or remain expoſed to the weight of your Lordſhip's 
cenſure.” Reflecting on what had happened, the Houſe judged it an indiſpenſable 
duty they owed their conſtituents to inquire into the ſtate of the publick magazine; 
and, before they knew of the late diſturbances, appointed a committee for that 
rpoſe. The committee, previous to their taking any other ſtep, waited upon 
your Excellency, and, -in the moſt reſpectful manner, defired that you would be 
pleaſed to direct the keeper of the magazine to give them acceſs thereto. The key 
was delivered to them, by your Lordſhip's orders. They, at the fame time, 
informed your Excellency of the confuſion that had happened; and that they had, 
to prevent the like depredations, requeſted ſome Gentlemen of the town to guard 
the magazine, till proper meaſures could be taken for its farther ſecurity, which 
your Lordſhip did not make the leaſt objeftion to. There had been, by your 
Excellency's permiſſion, a conſiderable quantity of copper money, belonging 
to the country, lodged in the magazine. This was an additional reaſon for the 
committee's taking a precaution, Which your Lordſhip is pleaſed to call “or- 
*« dering and appointing guards, without conſulting you, to mount in the city 
of Williamsburg, and a deſign to uſurp the executive power.” The commit- 
tee did not pretend any authority to mount guard; and, had your Lordſhip 
diſliked what they thought a prudent ſtep, in the then confuſed ſtate of 
things, it would have heen kind in your Lordſhip to have intimated as much. 
Upon the committee's inquiry, they found, indeed, that there was little worth 
guarding in the magazine; the powder having been all removed, except about 
five halt-barrels, buried by your Excellency's order in the yard, for what pur- 
poſe we cannot conceive, and all the yaluable muſkets having been ſpoiled of 
their Jocks. 55 | | 
Your Lordſhip ſpeaks of a body of men aſſembled in the city of Williamsburg, 
not only to the knowledge, but with the approbation of every body, for 
the avowed purpoſe of attacking a party of the King's forces, which it was 
reported, though without foundation, was marching to your Lordſhip's 
protection. 2 | 
We know of nomen, my Lord, aſſembled for the purpoſe you mention, though 


you are pleaſed to ſay it was done with the knowledge and approbation of 


** every body; in which number, we ſuppoſe, the Houſe of Burgeſſes were particu- 


{arly deſigned to be included, Upon the beſt information, the truth appears to be 
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this : Anaccount was brought into the city in the morning, that Captain Collins, 


of the Magdalen, had flipped his cable, and was come up the river with a number 


of boats, in which there were faid to be an hundred armed men at leaſt, intended 
to be marched into the city. It could not be conceived hat was propoſed by 
this manceuvre; the city was quiet, and we believe no man in it ſuſpected that 
your Lordſhip could have the leaſt apprehenſion that your perſon was in danger; 
nor had we the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of your fears, till the receipt of your former 


meſſage, acquainting us of your removal. The citizens, however, as. well as 


others, re aſtoniſhed, and ſomewhat alarmed, not knowing what was in- 
tended... Your Lordſhip may remember, that his Majeſty's Council, from their 
addreſs to your Excellency, were not. without their apprehenſions. A number 
of the inhabitants, and we ſuppoſe ſome others, but how:many we know not, 
aſſembled under arms, that they might be prepared to defend the city, and its 
inhabitants, in caſe any thing hoſtile ſhould be attempted. + This, we are con- 
vinced, was their only view. Upon their being made acquainted with your 
Lordſhip's anſwer to the Council, we underſtood that they all immediately retired 
peaceably and quietly, without any diſturbance. The city was again at reſt, 
and continued compoled, till they heard of your Lordſhip's removal with your 
family in the dead of night, as if you could have ſuppoſed that any one would 
have attempted to offer you any obſtruction, - or to interfere with your incli- 


nations. 


This extraordinary ſtep, . which none could account for, occaſioned great con- 
ſternation in the city; and we believe would ſurpriſe the whole world, were 
they acquainted with it. We have already, my Lord, in a former addreſs, of 
which, according to cuſtom, a copy was left with you, and which you directed 
to have preſented on a certain day, long ſince paſt, without your giving us an 
opportunity of doing it, aſſigned the reaſons why we could not interpole our 
legiſlative authority reſpecting the courts of juſtice, _ ', 

The occaſion and deſign of forming independent companies at firſt, and the 


_ riſe of volunteer companies afterwards, we have already explained, and cannot 


ſee the neceſſity of aboliſhing them. They are not deſigned to interfere with 
your Lordſhip's full exerciſe of the legal and conſtitutional powers of your 
government, which we would wiſh to have ſupported on all occaſions; » and 


are of opinion, that the laws in force are competent to that end. But, if it is 


expected that the country ſhould again he thrown into a defenceleſs ſtate, ſelf- 
preſervation, the firſt law of nature, forbids it. If your Lordſhip were really 
apprehenſive that your perſon was in danger, the tender of the Council and 


this Houſe, - of their moſt effectual aſſiſtance to remove every appearance of 
riſk, we were hopeful would have quieted all your fears. A proper guard, at 
the pablick expenſe, would have been at your ſervice, had you judged it 
neceſſary. Your Lordſhip's declining to propoſe ſuch meaſures as we, conſiſtent. 
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with our 'own ſecurity, could accept, and demanding what you muſt have 
known was not in our power to comply with, affords no ſtrong evidence of 
your inclination to reſtore tranquillity to this country. 
Thoſe Who have taken any of his Majeſty's publick ſtore of arms are open to 
the law, which has its full operation, as heretofore; and we wiſh not to inter- 
rupt ĩts courſe.¶ Hut ſurely your Lordſhip cannot expect us, by any new act, 
which would be! ex poſt fucto, in the moſt odious ſenſe of the words, to inflict 
| other pains and penalties for offences already committed. This, we conceive, 
would be tlie greateſt infringement of a fundamental principle of our excellent 
conſtitution: Such a practice may, indeed, have obtained under another meri- 
dian; but it is not, my Lord, of American growth. Whether that ſpirit of per- 
= £fcution, Which your Lordſhip has been pleaſed to deſcribe, prevails in this 
. country, we appeal to the evidence which appears on our journals. Were thoſe, 
and thoſe only, to be conſidered as perſecuted men, who, from principles and 
. duty, are attached to their King and his government, we ourſelves, my Lord, 
| ſhonld- fall under this predicament; and perhaps may, with juſtice, think hu- 
manity diſgraced by ſuch proceedings. That ſome tew people may have been 
n deluded, we ſhall not -queſtion; the utmoſt pains we know have been taken, 
in in different colonies, to alarm them with the disfigured ſide of the American 
- ſtory, and to render them deaf and blind to their true intereſt and political ſal- 
vation. So far as our example can influence the people of this country in pre- 
ſerving their loyalty to his Majeſty, a proper reſpect to government, and the 
good order of ſociety, your Lordſhip may be aſſured that it ſhall be made as 
, diffuſive as poſſible. wy wk | 
We have, my Lord, the ſincereſt and moſt active deſire to ſeize every op- 
portunity of eſtabliſhing the freedom of our country upon a fixed and known 
foundation,“ and of uniting ourſelves with our fellow ſubjects of Great Bri- 
tain in one common bond of intereſt and natural affection. But we have no 
e „ doubts” of what ſuch freedom conſiſts in; it is written, as with a ſun- beam, 
t on our hearts. We are equally ſenſible of thoſe eſſentials, which alone can ad- 
h mit us to the participation of a juſt proportion of the common intereſt; but, 
r for the variety of cogent reaſons aſſigned by our addreſs in anſwer to your Lord- 


rern 


ſhip's ſpeech, we cannot view the propoſal of the Houſe of Commons in tlie 


is FF fame light your Lordſhip ſeems to do. "37 1 

c. 8 The important buſineſs of the Aſſembly, my Lord, has been not a little in- 
y 8 ferrupted, by your Excellency's 'removal from the proper ſeat of your govern- 
da ment. As to your Lordſhip's offer, that we might adjourn to the town of 
<< | York, we think this would be extremely improper, on ſeveral accounts. The 
at town of 7ork could not afford tolerable accommodations for ſo numerous an 
it Aſſembly; and, which is of more conſequence, we humbly conceive that this, 
nt and this place alone, is: eſtabliſhed by law for holding our General Aſſemblies. 


1 40 J. 


If there are any hopes left of your Excellency's compliance, we muſt reiterate 


. our requeſt, that you will be pleaſed to return, with your. family, to the palace, 


for the reaſons aſſigned in our former addreſs. We feel, moſt ſenſibly, the. 
diſagreeable ſituation your excellent Lady muſt be in. But if, after:all;, your 


Lordſhip is determined to perfiſt in your reſolution of abſence, we muſt endea- 


vour to reſt ſatisfied; conſcious that, whilſt We have been ſalicitous to do quſtice 
to our conſtituents and onrſelves, we have not been wanting in the reſpect which 
is due to the repreſentative of-our moſt gracious ſovereign. | | ons nt 

We cannot, my Lord, but conſider the repreſentatives of the body of the 
people, when convened in Aſſembly, as part of that great and general councib 
which our conſtitution hath fixed for adviſing our Governours in all matters reſ- 
pecting the publick weal. His Majeſty's Honourable Council are eſpecially ap- 
pointed for this purpoſe; they are well acquainted with our conftitution ;. their 
duty to his Majeſty will urge them to ſupport the prerogative of the crown, at. 
the ſame time that their juſtice ſhould lead them to maintain the rights of the 
people. We, therefore (ſincerely regarding your. Lordſhip's tranquillity and 
happineſs, as well as the important intereſts of this whole community) think: 


ourſelves londly called upon to give it as our beſt advice that your Lordſhip 


will be pleaſed to adviſe: with your proper and conſtitutional Council in all 
matters of importance, and not ſuffer yourſelf to be influenced by deſigning 
men; but that yon will baniſh all ſuch from your preſence, as the greateſt ene» 
mies to your own repoſe and the real happineſs of this extenſive count). 


Au addreſs of the Houſe of Burgeſſes reſpecting the powder removed from the magazine, 

| and the neceſſary proviſion of arms and ammunition. 

To bis EXCELLENCT,' &. | 

Mx Loxn, | e tue = 3 
E his Majeſty's moſt datiful and loyal ſubjects, the Burgeſſes of Virginia, 
beg leave to inform your Lordſhip, that the publick magazine is now re- 
paired, and in fit condition for the reception of arms and ammunition, 
We therefore requeſt your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to order the powder, lately 
removed from thence, - to be returned, agreeable to your Lordſhip's promiſe, 
contained in your written meſſage to this Houſe, We farther beg leave to in- 
form your Lordſhip, that it appears to the Houſe, from the report of their com- 
mittee appointed to inſpect the publick magazine, that there are no arms therein 
fit for ſervice. At this critical time, my Lord, when your Excellency aſſures 
us of the great probability of an Indian invaſion, at a time too when an inſur- 
rection of our ſlaves may be encouraged, merely from a notoriety of a total de- 
ficiency in our publick ſtores of arms and/ammunition, it is a duty we owe to 
our country and ourſelves to remind yorir Lordſhip that the legiſlature of this 
colony have long ſince made amplg/proviſion for the purchaſe of arms and am- 
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munition, and liſhed'a competent fund for that purpoſe, by granting fo 
his Majeſty one ſhilling and three pence ſterling upon the tunnage of all veſſels 
trading to this country. This fund, my Lord, has, for ſeveral years laft paſt, 
exceeded three tho pounds ſterling per annum; and our predeceſſors, in 
former Aſſemblies, truſting that gSvernment would always make a neceſſary and 
adequate; proviſion in a matter ſo eſſential to the immediate and future preſer- 
vation of this colony, have not interfered in this buſineſs. But, my Lord, this 
Houſe, finding a total inattention in government to this important proviſion, 
although it muſt have appeared eſſential more than twelve months ago, and ſtill 
obſerving that no means are purſued to ſupply a deficiency fo alarming, now 
conceive it to be their duty, not only to repreſent this grievance to your Lord- 
ſhip, but alſo to requeſt that you will be pleaſed to order that two thouſand 
ſtand of arms, five tuns of powder, and twenty tuns of lead, at leaſt, with a 
ſufficient quantity of other military ſtores, be immediately provided for the de- 
fence of this colony, in caſe of any invaſion or inſurrection, and that the ſame 
be lodged in the publick magazine. In caſe the fund afore-mentioned ſhall prove 
deficient, this Houſe aſſure your Lordſhip, that they will make ſuch farther or 
other proviſion as may be neceſſary to enable your Lordſhip to comply with 
this requeſt, 
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| Hs EXCELLENCY's meſſage in anſwer. | 
S the care, cuſtody, and difpoſal, of publick ſtores of ammunition, belon 
alone to the King's repreſentative, I cannot conſent to return the powder, 
lately removed from the magazine, to Williamiburg: which, experience has 
demonſtrated to me, is an improper place for the reſidence of the Governour. 
Therefore, as I could not attend to its preſervation, I could not conſequently 
depend upon its being in ſecurity there. The powder in queſtion, beſides, you 
have already been acquainted, belonged to one of his Majeſty's ſhips. I am 
therefore, in a particular manner, accountable for it; but, as I have before de- 
22 I ſhall be ready to apply it, if I find it wanted, for the protection of 
e colony. | | 
The duty upon the tunnage of all veſſels trading to this colony has been ap- 
plied, as I conceive the act which impoſes that duty authoriſes, towards the 
regular and neceſſary charges of government; which, without this fund, could 
not have been ſupported, and therefore requires it all. This colony has hitherto 
been preſeryed from invaſion and inſurrection by the care and attention of 
government, and you have a very late inſtance of its exertion, through the 
means of which the country has been reſcued from the deſtruction it was 
threatened with; which, as it proves the contrary of an inattention'to any mat- 
ters eſſential to the preſervation of this colony, ſo it expoſes the injuſtice of your 
preſent attempt, if it does not induce you to forbear others, of bringing your . 
| | as - 
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legal and conſtitutional government, at this unhappy conjuncture, into diſcredit 
among the people. 3-221 h1 fog 2 in ie: [19.514 270 

As to your requeſt, that J order a certain quantity of arms, po der, and 
other military ſtores, to be provided: When you have complied' with the requi- 
ſition ſubinitted to your conſideration, in cofilequence of the joint addreſs of the 
Council and Houſe of Burgeſſes, offering to concur in any meaſure proper for 
my ſecurity, which requiſition has been taken no notice of; and when the legal 
executive power of government is reſtored, and I may with .certainty rely that 
arms, powder, and other military ſtores, will be employed no otherwiſe-than 
as I ſhall direct, who, as his Majeſty's repreſentative, have the ſole authority 


in the caſe, then I ſhall be happy, with the means you furniſh me, to provide 


every thing; and I promiſe you, no attention ſhall be neglected which: may be 
requiſite for ſecuring the inhabitants of Virgi.:ia from invaſion and inſurrection. 
The joint addreſs of the Council and Houſe of Burgeſſes reſpe@ting the pubtick arms 

| at the palace.” ae 


To bis 'EXCELLENTCTYT, .“ oe 

My Lox, | | Lg. 
E his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Council and Burgeſſes of 
Virginia, beg leave to repreſent to your Excellency, that as you have 
been pleaſed to leave the palace, we are very apprehenſive: the publick arms 
therein are too inſecure, and very much expoſed, ws therefore hope your Lord- i= 

ſhip will be pleaſed to order them to be removed, during your Lordſhip's ab- 

ſence, to the publick magazine; which is now, in our opinion, a ſecure. depo- 

ſito: y. | 0 | 

| His EXCELLENCY'. meſſage in anſwer. | | 
XPERIENCE having ſhewn the inſecurity of the publick magazine, and 
the palace having hitherto been reſpected, I think it improper to give any 
other orders than that the arms belonging to the King, which have for ſo many 
years been lodged, may ſtill remain, there; and that they may, on no account, 
be touched without my expreſs permiſlion. OW”, S 


The joint adireſs of the Council and Houſe of Birgeſſes in anſwer to the laſt meſſage. 
To bis EXCELLENCYT, &c. | 


My Loxp, 


bs E his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Council and Houſe of Bur- b 


geſſes of Virginia, have received your Lordſhip's anſwer to our joint ad- 
dreſs, by which we repreſented to your Excellency how very inſecure we thought 
the publick arms in the palace, ſince your Lordſhip's removal from thence, and 
requeſted that your Lordſhip would be'pteaſed to order them to be ſtored in the 


publick magazine, judging this a repoſitory of much greater ſecurity. 


| — 
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Vou are pleaſed to tell us, that experience hath ſhewn the inſecurity of the 
magazine, and that as the palace hath hitherto been reſpected, you thought it 
improper to give any other orders than that the arms belonging to the King, 
which have for ſo many years been lodged, may ſtill remain, in the palace; 
and that they may, on no account, be touched without your expreſs permiſſion. 
Though theſe arms, my Lord, may be conſidered, in ſome fort, as belonging 
to his Majeſty, as the ſupreme head of this government, and that they are pro- 
perly under your Lordſhip's direction, yet we humbly conceive that they were 
originally provided, and have been preſerved, for the uſe of the country; in 
caſes of emergency. | Boos: 1 an 

We would not wiſh to interfere with your Lordſhip's authority. Of this diſ- 
poſition we preſume our former addreſs afforded the ſtrongeſt teſtimony; but the 
reflection that theſe arms are ſo much expoſed,” that they may eaſily be made 
the moſt. improper and deftructive uſe of, is to us extremely alarming. (£ 

The palace, my Lord, hath indeed been hitherto much reſpected, but not ſo 
much out of regard to the building, as the reſidence of his Majeſty's repreſenta- 
tive. Had your Lordſhip thought fit to remain there, we ſhould have had no 
apprehenſions of danger; but, conſidering theſe arms at preſent expoſed to your 
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| ſervants, and every rude invader, the ſecurity formerly derived from your 
* Lordſhip's preſence cannot now be relied on. | . 

= In your Lordſhip's anſwer to an addreſs of the Houſe of Burgeſſes, you are 
d- . * | th : . 7 n . . . 
i pleaſed to ſay, that experience has demonſtrated to you that the city of Willi 


amsburg is an improper place for the reſidence of our Goyernour, and give it as 
a reaſon for not returning the powder, according to your own voluntary promiſe, 
made to the Houſe, that you could not attend to its preſervation, nor depend 
on its ſecurity, if returned to the magazine. We ſhould ſuppoſe, my Lord, 


nd that your Excellency's attention to the arms would be equally neceſſary for their 
ny ſecurity, as you know the palace ſtands on the edge of the city ; and we ſhould, 
ny for this reaſon, imagine it more likely to be rifled than the magazine, in the ' 
nt, midſt of it. Beſides, ſhould it be thought neceſſary, a proper guard might be 


kept at the magazine, which we did not think ſo decent to propoſe for your 
Lordſhip's palace. Our apprehenſions, my Lord, have been not a little increaſed 


ge. by conſidering the ſeveral depoſitions taken by order of the Houſe of Burgeſſes; 
| we decline commenting upon them, but ſubmit to the world from whence the 
unhappy diſturbances in this colony took their riſe. We muſt, my Lord, once 
ur- more entreat your Excellency to order the arms to be removed to the publick 
ad- magazine. | - 1-48 
ght We cannot, my Lord, decline repreſenting to you, that the important buſi- 
and neſs of this Aſſembly hath been much — by your Excellency's removal 
the from the palace. This ſtep hath deprived us of the neceſſary and free acceſs to 


your Lordſhip, which we conceive the conſtitution entitles us to. There are 


to your Excellency for your aflent. - 
wiſh ever to ſubſiſt between all the branches of our legiſlature, ſubmitted to 


addreſſes; but we think-it would be highly improper, and too great a departure 
Aſſembly, to meet your Excellency at any other place than the Capitol to pre- 
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as the advanced ſeaſon of the year requires our preſence in our ſeveral counties, 
we hope your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to favour us with your ſpeedy and ulti- 


to the Aſſembly on that account, I am not cheargeable with it: But they have 
me with an undoubted power to call the Aſſembly for the buſineſs of, to any 
place in, the colony, exigency may require. Not having been made acquainted 
with the whole proceedings of the Aſſembly, I know of no bills of importance, 


Aſſembly have to preſent to me, nor whether they be ſuch as I could aſſent to. 


might be carried to him on board the man of war, - though ſuch a ſtep was unprecedented, 


| OO RS de: 
ſeveral bills, of the laſt importance to this couritry, now ready to be preſtnted 
We have hitherto, my Lord, in hopes of preſerving that harmony which we 


the great inconvenience of ſending our members twelve miles to wait on 
Excellency, on board one of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, to preſent our ſeveral 


from the conſtitutiona) and accuſtomed mode of tranſacting the buſineſs of the 
ſent ſuch bills as have there been agreed to by the Council and Houſe of Bur- 


geſſes. We muſt, therefore, beſeech your Excellency to return to us; and, 


mate anſwer, that we may certainly know what to depend upon. - 


His Excellency's meſſage in anſwer to the laſt joint addreſs. | 
Gentlemen of the COUNCIL and HOUSE of BUR GESSES, 

1 AVE already declared my intentions in regard of the arms at the palace, 

and I conceive the Council and Houſe of Burgeſſes: are interfering in a matter 
which does not belong to them. I ſhould be glad to be informed who they 
deſign by the terms RUDE INVADERS®, which they have made uſc of. 

The diſorders in Williamitburg, and other parts of the country drove me to the 
neceſſity of changing my place of refidence; and if any inconyenience has ariſen 


not been deprived of any neceflary nor free acceſs to me. The conſtitution veſts 


which, if I were inclined to riſk my perſon again among the people, the 


DUN M O R E. 

* This quere ſeems to carry with it an inſinuation not in the leaſt warranted, and 
marks the temper with which the meſſage was written. 11 i , 
The Houſe of Burgeſſes, in hopes of removing every obſtruſtruction to the paſſage of 
the ſeveral important bills which were ready for his Lordſhip*s aſſent, agreed that they 


* 


and they could not but conſider it as a breach M their privileges. 
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His Excellency's meſſage after he had ſeen the bills and reſolves. 

Mr. SPEAKER, and GENTLEMEN of the HOUSE of BURGESSES, 
HE bill for appointing commiſſioners to ſettle the accounts of the militia 
T lately drawn out into actual ſervice, and for making proviſion to pay the 
me, inaſmuch as it impoſes duties upon ſlaves imported, I cannot aflent to; 
which, by the royal diſallowance of an act of Aſſembly for that purpoſe, paſled 
in the loth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, you muſt have been ſenſible of: 
And as the bill has no ſuſpending clauſe, though I made it my buſineſs to inti- 
mate, by ſeveral of your members, to the Houſe, that, without ſuch a clauſe, 
I could not paſs an act for emitting paper money, the miſcarriage of a bill I had 
very much àt heart cannot be attributed to me; and if ſtill thoſe objections can 
be removed, I ſhould be happy to concur in an act for the rewarding of the 
brave people who are the particular object of it, without delay. If not, all I 
can do is to tranſmit the bill to his Majeſty, and to deſire leave to aſſent to it; 

though, in regard of the duty upon ſlaves, I ſhould not, I think, obtain it. 
I ſee no objections to any other of your bills or reſolves, and I am therefore 

ready to give my aſſent to them, whenever the Houſe deſires. 

If you have any other bills ready, I muſt deſire that they may be ſent to me 
in like*manner, that the whole may be paſſed together; and I muſt beg that 


your clerk may be ordered to lay before me a copy of the journals of the Houſe, 
before the time fixed for paſſing the bills. | | 


| D UN M OR E. 
The addreſs of the Houſe of Burgeſſes in anſwer to the foregoing meſſage 
| To his EXCELLENCY, &c. 
. My Loxp, | | 
WI his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Burgeſſes of Virginia} cannot 
ſufficiently expreſs our concern that your Lordſhip ſhould be under any 
difficulty in giving your aſſent to the bill for appointing commiſſioners to ſettle 
the accounts of the militia lately drawn out into actual ſervice, and for making 
proviſion to pay the fame, which hath received the approbation of the other two 
branches of the legiſlature. We beg leave to remind your Excellency, that you 
particularly recommended thoſe brave people, who are the objects of this bill, 
to our attention. Senſible of their important fervices, we ſeized, with muck 
pleaſure, - the firſt opportunity afforded us of doing juſtice to their ſingular merit. 
Upon conſidering the moſt probable ways and means of. effecting this deſirable 
purpole, we ſoon found, from the extreme ſcarcity of caſh in the country, 
that there was no poſſible method of doing it but by a ſpeedy emiſſion of paper 


money. This opinion has ſince been confirmed, by tranſactions during the pre- 


ſent meeting of the — which have evinced, that the ſcarcity is even 
greater than we at firſt ſuppoſed. We do not find, my Lord, any thing in this 
bill which contravenes any law or royal inſtruction, which hath ever been com- 
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municated to us. A ſufpending clanſe, we conceive, would defeat the very pur- 
pole tor which the bill was intended; as it would with-hold that relief ſo in- 
mediately neceſſary to the comtort and ſupport of many of our poor inhabitants, 
who are in the utmoſt diſtreſs for want of it. A 

In order to ſupport the credit of our paper currency, we thought it incumbent, 
on us to eſtabliſh ſuch funds as would effectually ſecure the. redemption of it. 
In aid of others, we were of opinion that a duty of ten per cent. on ſſaves would, 
be leaſt burthenſome to the people. We do not know that ſuch a duty wag 
7 ever objected to by his Majeſty; on the contrary, we undcrſtood that a duty 
Ht : not exceeding ten per cent. was perfectly agreeable to his royal will and plea- 
| - fare. The five pounds per poll on ſlaves imported from the Veſi Indies was in- 
tended to prevent the many tricks which had been practiſed in this country to, 
avoid payment of all duties on ſuch flaves, and amounts to no more than ten. 
per cent. valuing them at the moderate average of fifty pounds current money. 

We are pleaſed to find your Excellency approves the other bills and reſolves, 
ſubmitted to your inſpection, All others, which we propoſe to trouble your 
Lordſhip with, we have conſented may undergo the like examination, and 
_ ourſelves that they will meet with the like approbation. We ſſtill hope, 
my Kord, that, upon reconſidering the matter, you will ſee ſufficient reaſons. 
to alter your firſt opinion reſpecting the militia bill, which we have much at 
heart, conſidering it of the laſt importance. | 

We have before, in conjunction wit his Majeſty's Council, intimated to your 
Excellency how very neceſſary a receſs is at this critical ſeaſon, our harveſts de- 
manding our immediate preſence at home. We muſt therefore entreat your 
. : Excellency to meet us at the Capitol, to-morrow, in order to give your aſſent 
El - to ſuch bills and reſolves as are ready to be preſented. We hope your Lordſhip 
108 cannot ſtill entertain any groundleſs fears that your perſon can be in the leaſt 
. danger. If it is poſſible that you remain under ſo ſtrange an influence, we 
by pledge our honours, and every thing ſacred, for your ſecurity. Should your 
.1 Lordſhip decline complying with this juſt requeſt, we hope you will be pleaſed 
| to grant your commiſſion to the Preſident of the Council to give your aſſent to 
ſuch bills and reſolves as you may approve, and we may preſent to him. 

Since it hath been cuſtomary for our Governours to ſignify their pleaſure as to 
adjournments, we wiſh not to take things out of their old channel. We there- 
fore hope your Excellency will at the ſame time expreſs your approbation that 
we adjourn ourſelves to ſome day in October next. when our convenience will 
beſt admit an abſence from our homes, and the ſickly ſeaſon of the year will 
probably be over. 7 | 

We do not wiſh to coneeal from your Excellency one tittle contained in our 
journals, but a full and immediate tranſcript of them would require more time 
than we can poſlibly devote to the publick buſineſs at preſent. We muſt ob- 
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ſerve, that this demand of us is unuſual; however; we have ordered all ſuch 
of our proceedingg/as have been printed to be immediately tranſinitted to your 
Eordſhyp. 5 TT | 

This addreſs was preſented to his. Excellency, reſiding on board the Fowey, one of his 
Majeſty, . of war, riding at atehor in York river. "TS: þ 

B Tei IN anſwer theres 


Mr. SPEAKER, and Gentlemen of the HOUSE Bux GESS ES, 

AS you have encumbered the bill for the payment of the officers and men, 
A employed upon the [ndian expedition, with' an impoſition, which you 
knew could not aſſent to, and omitted a form (in no wiſe rending to defeat the 
purpoſe of the bill.) which you were told I could not diſpenſe with, the blame of 
its not paſſing now into a law cannot be upon me; but I muſt adhere to the 
reaſons I yeſterday ſignifred to you on this head. | 

The well-grounded cauſe I had for believing my perſon not ſafe at Villiamſ- 
burg has increaſed daily. I therefore cannot meet you at the Capitol, as you 
entreat; but, this day being too far ſpent, I ſhall be ready to receive the HouſeF 
on Monday at twelve of the clock, at my preſent reſidence}, for the purpoſe of 
giving my aſſent to ſuch acts as I ſhalt approve of. 

Although the convenience of the members of the Aſſembly will always be a 
ſtrong motive'to determine me as to the time of your meeting and ſeparating, 


yet it becomes neceſlary (from an expreſſion in your addreſs, that you wiſh' not 


to take things out of their old channel, as if you had ſuch power) to aſſert the 


right of the crown to adjourn, prorogue, diſſolve, or aſſemble you, as it is thought 


fit by the Governour of the colony. I do not mean, however, to oppoſe the 
requeſt you make of being adjourned. 


T The Houſe of Burgeſſes conſiſts of 126 members, when they all are aſſembled; and 
his Majeſty*s Council, when full, are twelve in number. 
Þ The Fowey man of war. 


The Houſe, upon receiving this anſwer, reſolved irſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider the ſame; and, after the matureſt deliberation, agreed upon the 


following report: 


HE committee of the whole Houſe having taken into their moſt' ſerious con- 
ſideration the unhappy ſtate of this colony, and conſidering the many ob- 
ſtructions given tothe due and regular proſecution of the important buſineſs depend- 
ing before the General Aſſembly, by his Excellency the Governour, in firſt remov- 
ing from the palace on board one of the King's ſhips, whereby a free acceſs to 
him, and that neceſſary intercourſe between his Lordſhip and the other two 


branches of the legiſlature hath been in a great meaſure cut off; conſidering that 


his Lordſhip hath withſtood the repeated entreaties of the Council and Burgeſſes 
to return to the ſcat of his government, and having this day received ſuch an anſwer | 
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from his Lordſhip, as, When compared with his differentgytſſages and other 
parts of his conduct, . convinces them of his determination nt to do any thing 
that may be of advantage to this colony, and particularly to the inhabitants on 
our frontiers, by his requiring the Houſe to attend him on board the Lauben moan, * 
of war, in order to preſent ſuch bills as are ow ready for his aſſent; thought * 4 
it a duty highly incuinbent on them, for themſt}ves, and the whole body of 
their conſtituents, in maintenance of their juſt rights and privileges, and in 
hopes of removing thoſe prejũdices which have been already, and may be 

again attempted, to be excited in the breaſt of their moſt gracious ſovereign, and 
of their fellow ſubjects in Great Britain, to enter into ſeveral reſolutions; Which, 
being re-conſidered by the Houſe, were approved, and are as followeth, viz, 
RESOLVED, zemine contradicente, That his Lordſhip's meſſage, requiring this 
Houſe to attend him on board one of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, is a high breach 
of the rights and privileges of this Houſe. 8 be — 
_ RESOLVED, nemine contradicente, That the unreaſonable delays thrown intd 
the proceedings of this Houſe by the Governour, and his evaſive. anſwers to tlie 
ſincere and decent addreſſes of the repreſentatives of the people, give us great 
| reaſon. to fear that a dangerous attack may be meditated againſt the unhappy 
people of this colony, It is therefore our opinion, that-they prepare for the. 
preſervation of their property, and their ineſtimable rights and liberties, with 
the greateſt care and attention. | 98 EE L 
" RESOLVED, zemine contradicente, That we do, and will, bear faith and true 
allegiance to our moſt gracious ſovereign George III. our only lawful and right- 
ful King; that we will, at all times, to the utmoſt of our power, and at the 
riſk of our lives and properties, maintain and defend his government in this 
colony, as founded on the eſtabliſhed laws and principles of the conſtitution. *» 
RESOLVED, nemine contradicente, That it is our moſt earneſt deſire to preſerve 
and ſtrengthen thoſe bands of amity, with all our fellow ſubjects in Great Bi 
tain, which are ſo very eſſential to the proſperity and happineſs of both countries. 
RESOLVED, nemine contradicente, That it is with the deepeſt concern we find 
ourſelyes deprived of an opportunity 6f making immediate proviſion for thoſe 
gallant officers and ſoldiers who ſo nobly defended this country againſt the incur- 
ſions of the Indians, unleſs we would facrifice their own and the ineſtimable 
rights and privileges of all other inhabitants of this colony; that, as we have Al- 
ready endeavoured to make the moſt ample proviſion for this neceſlary purpoſe, 
fo will we gladly ſeize every opportunity afforded us of doing the utmoſt juſtice 
to thoſe brave men, and all other publick creditors. Y 


F 


£ 


2 


— * 1 * 2 — . 1 — — — 
THE foregoing are true copies of original papprs in the aſſce ef the HOU S-E 


of BURGESSES. a 
| GEORGE WYTHE, Co H. Bo 
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